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The late Election and the Result are
1 put an Ineldent of n Strugie Whose
Moal Outeome Is the Triumph of
Neclalixm—The Inereasing Foverty
that will be supervised by MeKinley~
m will be Found Lo Keep Step with
the Poverty that Clevelandisnm fu-
perintended — Ripened Experience
will Ripen soclalists nnd Veterans
for Emancipation.
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The below letter from Comrade Chap-

pel, of Michigan, serves as an appropri-

ate commentary to the above figures:
Aflter The Batile,

While the dircet results of the recent
election does not fully satisfy the hopes
and expectations of the sanguine sup-
“porters of socialism, general conditions,
as they have developed, and are unfold-
ing, present to the observant disciple of
Marx, abundant evidence that economic
science will rapidly become popular in
the immediate future, and with it So-
clalism must make rapld strides.

Prigirtoed s proven|

That the capitalist class of the goldite
braty
by the $17,000,000 campaign corruption

fund, unlimited false promises, and
unparalled intimidation which was used
to “save the country’ for plutocracy
~and no doubt, they will hereafter er-
deavor to checkmate the growth of “un-
American and un-patriotic' Ideas in
the minds of the people, by a continu-
ation of the “campaign of education™
with object lessons. As one of the ob-
Ject lessons which proves that “Pros-
perity” was (not) elected along with

McKinley, and inaugurated as soon as |

the result of the ¢lection became known,
‘the Detroit “Tribunc.” in its issue of
December 10th, stated that 25,000 peo-
ple are out of employment in Detroit,
and mapy of these with their families
are in actual distress.’ These 25,000
unemployed workers, with their fam-
ilies, will probably aggregate from 75,-
- 000 to 100,000 people in a city of about
250,000 inhiabitants, or from 30 to 40 per
eent.of the total population. Were these
25,000 workers steadily employed, at an
average daily wage of $1 each, they
would get, and “improvidently” spend,
In the aggregate, for the necessities of

life, the sum of $25.000 per day, or
$7.500,000 per year. While it.is impossi-

¢ “ble to trace out all of the misery and

‘disaster which must flow from this

' eutting off of $25.000 per day from the

of a city like Detroit, it is easy to
Me that nonc but a purely capitulist
f ess, with ample means, can long
Murvive these conditions, while the mid-
tﬂelnss manufaciurer, merchant and
er, must become bankrupt for the
t of a profitable market.
. Under these circumstances the middle
‘tlass, economically and otherwise, are
that confusing transition staté be-
! prosperity and poverty, which i§
‘Productive of nearly all the political
erankism of which the free silver craze
been the storm centre.
Educated us they have been, to be

| worshippers of mammon, they ore be-

pushed backward and downward,
a position of comfort and partial

to still further swell the ranks
the wnemploved, and thus add to
[ complications of this “natural law” .
- Bystem of economics. In®the midst of
‘s confusing situation it is natural
that the first prayer for salvation of the

class should be that $ god whom
have been taught to adore, but like
. 8l other {dols, he s deaf and hearcth

them not, and they are inevitably
@oomed. ‘When they are finally re-
~ @9eed to poverty they will have time to

, with modern meane and ma-
» ¢an keep the markets over-
with commodities, and the over-
£ markets cannot be relieved of
¥ surplus because the unemployed,

Iom these 26,000 workers are o
%, are not earning anything with
‘the markets should be relieved,
 “dysentery of commodities and

lon of trade” must continue
- more acute indefinitely.
means of production become
oveéd, other batches of work-
displaced and bhave an op-

| portunity to taste the bitterness of
| “sweet charity” in the form of moral
advice and resolutions of condolence,

The conditions prevailing in Detroit
virtnally represent the conditions which
prevail in every city and community
throughout the land, and neither tariff,
free trade, free silver, McKinley's hocus
pocus “confidence” game, pure and sim-
ple trade unionism, or other reactionary
palliatives, can in the least retard the
improvement of the means of produc-
tion, the displacement and pauperizing
of wage workers through this improve-
‘ment, the plethora of markets, the ruin
of the middle class, the concentration of
wealth into the hands of the plutocracy,
and through all of these causes the final
destruction of capitalism.

Under the co-operative commonwealth
of socialism, all of the now idie work-
crs would have 2 partnership intercst in
all of the means of production, trans-
portation'and distribution, and would be
ablé to enjoy all the luxuries and re-
finements of life, without begging for
the poor privileges of wage slavery, or
feeling any of the torturing pangs of
poverty.

Although in the excitement of the
time, many half-baked Soclalists were
stampeded to the other parties in the
1ate election, existing conditions logical-
ly indicate that the economic forces
have not been suspended in their opera-
tion, and are rapidly bringing on that
sitnation in which socialismn will afford
the only possible resort.

The clection was only an incident,
which. did not in any way change the
meaning or interpretation of unmistak-
able truth. Large numbers of the peo-
ple already se¢ that capitalism means
ruin, whatever the name of the presi-
dent, or whichever one of the capitalis-
tic parties are in power. With the fall-
ure of the incoming administration to
restore prosperity—as it must fail—
the people will be in condition to re-
ceive and assimilate the humane and
seientific teachings .of socialism, and
the future is inevitably ours.

L. H. CHAPPEL,
Plymouth, Mich,

A WORD

From Wagon and Carriagemakers’
Union No. 4.

When,at theconvention of the Interna-
tional Wagon and Carringe Makers,
held August 10th, 1896, in Cincinnati,
Unions § and 4 moved that the interna-
tional body be placed upon a more
progressive basis, and that the class
struggle be more closely watched, the
proposal was rejected. The delegates of

- Ynilonk-3 and- 4 -pointed out that the,

conseryative attitude of the Interna-
tional Union was equal to moving back-
ward: they insisted that the organiza-
tion should under no circumstances go
back instead of going forward if jt
meant to be trug to its mission; only the
modern organizations of labor could

promote the well being of i{ts workers;
and that for that reason the body
should be a member of the international
movement of labor, Buat all this was in
vain. The belief prevailed that the So-
cialist plan, herein involved, of doing
away with fakirdom, could be squelched
by the adeption of some dictaterial reso-
lution. Such. a decision was reached,
and it was believed the voice of free-
dom was thus smothered. But despite
the successful putting through of such a
resolution, it missed its object. The
class-conscious wagoen makers of Chi-
cago were not intimidated. The Knowl-
edge that it is an act of folly to allow
the political power of labor to lie fallgw
was with them more powerful than the
reactionary resolution.

With head erect Union No. 4 stands
up before the International body. Un-
influenced by the failure of the conven-
tion to do as it shouid, but on the con-
trary, spurred all the more in the cause
of emancipating the proletariat, the
unifon has now become the pioneer of
the class struggle in the international
body. No. 4 has ever shown with deed
that it is not a phrase-monging con-
cern. Likewise now. Its joining the
Socialist Trade and Labor Alliance has
once more demonstrated that it always
carries out what it undertakes.

Now, then, ye wagonmakers outside
of Chicago, be up and doing! Dethrone
the fakirs, and at our next convention
we may truly discuss the question of
building up our organization and im-
proving our condition. Only a clear
knowledge of the aims of labor and
complete class-consciousness on  the
part of the workers can successfully
grapple with these questions. Throw
overboard the secretaries of thie McKin-
ley clubs as well as the Democratic job
geekers such as we saw them at our last.
convention, and follow the example of

No. 4 (No. 3 will also consider the mat-

ter of joining the S, T, & L. A) Raise
high the banner of solidarity. The high-
er you raige the banner of Socialism, all
the livelier will it wave and contribute
toward the determination and enthusi-
usm of the masses. The higher you
raise the symbol of popular emancipa-
‘tion and of peace and good wiil, all the
broader will be the horizon which it
sweeps and more numerous will be the
masses whom it will inspire with cour-
agé. Wagonmakers of America, unlite.

With Socialist greeting,

Chicago. PETER DAMM,
Member of Uniou No. 4.
S——————————

It appears lm?ldenully from the re-
port of Deputy State Factory. Inspector
Hintz, of Michigan, that the recent
hard times have done more to enforce
the law against child labor than any-
thing else. The hard times have so
lowered wages that able-bodied men can
be had for wages ordinarily paid to
boys, Thus only one evil drives ont

another under the ca'pltxym system, and

increased misery is the Teal énforcer of -

“labor mn."‘_

- i

.are atj67 Mid Abbey street, Dublin, Tre-

THE RISH SOCIALISTS.

“The Creat Amu .Gml to us Only
Because we are on our Knees,
Let us Rise.””

The Membership Card of the Irhvh
sSoclalist Republican Party—Outward
Celor, Emerald Green—A Significant
Motto — Cond d Pecl ti of
Principles  that Demand Absolute
Industrial and Natlonal Freedom—
Iadusirial and Natlonanl Suhjection
stuntia People’s Growih—The @waer-
ship of the Machinery of Production
is the PFrerequisite to Imndustrial
Frecdom. i

The membership card of the Irish So-
cialist Labor party, the launching of
which we referred to a few weeks ago,
is a thing of beauty, Its color is.a deep
emerald. green. On its first or front
page it bears simply the inseription:

IRISH
SOCIALIST REPUBLICAN PARTY,
FOUNDED MAY, 1896,

On its fourth, or last, page, it prints

the deep motto:

ersa iV ilarinnnne v B
-

“The great appear great to
us only because we are on our
knees,

“LET US RISE.”

The second inside, or third, page, is
divided up in squares for dues stamps,
and the first inside, or second, page
makes this announcement: :

“The Irish Socialist Republicgn party
holds—

“That the agricultural and industrial
system of a free people, like their poli-
tical system, ought to be an accurate re-
flex of the democratic principle, by the

people, for the peoplef solely in the in<
terests of the people. ‘!

“That the private ownership, by o
class, of the land and instruments of
production, distribution and exchange,
is oppesed to this vital principle of jus-
tice, and is the fundamental basis of all
oppression, national, political, or social.

“That the subjection of one nation to
another, as of Ireland to the authority of
the British Crown, is a barrier to the

; litical and ecopomjic devplopment |
of the snbjected nation, and can onl¥
derve the interests of the exploiting
classes of both nations.

“That thercfore the national and
economic freedom of the Irish People
must by sought in the same dircction,
viz., the establishment of an Irish So-
clalist Republie, and the consequent
conversion ‘of the means of production,
distribution and exchange into the ¢com-
mon property of society, to he held and
controlled by a demoeratic state in the
interests of the entire community.

“That the conqguest by the Social
Democracy of political power in Parlia-
ment, and on all public bodies in Ire-
land, is the readiest and most effective
means whereby the revolutionary forces
may be organized and disciplined to at-
tain that end.” ! .

The headquarters of the organization

land. It is intended to issue a serics
of pamphlets at a penny cach. The
first of the series has alveady appeared.

Every intelligent Irish workingman
in America should keep himself posted
on this movement, and should enthusias-
tically labor here with the American di-
vision of that great international move-
ment, of which the Irish Socialist Re-
publican party is the Irish 'division.
Long have Irish eapitalists, in Ireland
and America, played upon the Irish love
for freedom and pulled the Irish work-
ingman by the nose for their private,
profit, and to the undoing of ull the
Irish people hold dear. Hére in par-
ticular, the Irish capitalists, represent-
ing identical interests with the English
capitalists, have had high carnival on
the backs of the Irish workers, whom
they have plucked, rackrented, dispos-
sessed agd thrown out of work, and fin-
ally made voting cattle of. The place of
the Irizh proletariat or working class
here and in Great Britain is alongside
of the proletarians of all other nationali-
ties and creeds, under the banner of
socialism and at war with the whole
capitalist class, whether its members be
Jrish or German, American or French,
Jew or Gentile or Catholie.

We welcome the organization in Ire-
land of the Socialist Republican party.

Depew, the capitalist idler, has evi-
dently undertaken of late to furnish a.
living picture illustration of an excel-
lent saying of Comrade Peter E. Bur-
rowes. . i

Depew s going about addressing
workingmen, and in his addresses
speaks of himself and his class as
“workingmen of affairs”: on onc occa-
sion he referred to his “fellow railroad
employes.” : ;

Did not Burrowes strike off Depew
and his to perfection when he said:

“Pluto, the capitalist, is a criminal,
hard to identify because we have not
yet identified ourselves. He is hard
to identify and means to be harder, Oh,
how he objects to be distinguished from
the working class; how he struggles;
how he protests; how, like the people we
read of in the reception rooms of prisons
—those hardened fellows, whose faces
the police put on record in the rogues'
gallery—he squirms and seeks to put on
the mien of a worker to disguise l!i

GRAPHL,

Willions For Powder and Bullcts, Pennies
for Schools and’ Books and
Enlightenment.

2 3 . ~
ALt n Recent Written Examination of
Applleants for tHe Police Force,
ono of the Qnestlons was, Who was
. Abraham Lidcoln — BeloW are a
Number of the Answers Glven, With
. theoriginal Punctuationand Spelling
.y —The Whole Constlinutes n Graphic
Portralture of the Ignorance Culil-
vated by oursocial System of Rush
for a’ Living, Scrappy and FMmny
Jouraalisin and Defective schoeling,

yNo. 1. “Abrehom Lintolm was prese-
deit’'of the Umited States he,was a very

_Iﬁ:h;'d to all the people whohe pad con-
trool. over he was grately thought of by
ali the efficers thpt were in office while
he wis fre wag.a verysmve men all
thrue 'l'hg war of 1862 he did nearly all
he tock in his head to.dv he trust in"Bod

bhttles and fought very brawvfly in all
baitles he was 1 when he died-he was
regarde bY -menny Offaces ' whom
thought grately of himAs pictufe is now
in mepny building and’grately thought
$_l_1e don his duty in all he undértook

WNo. 2, “He was shot while at a threa-
i By Decota [De Sotd?]. He had been
a President for a yeur and six'months.”

No. 3. “Abreham Lincon was elected
r the second turn but qnly served a
part of it beng shot and kl?fc«l by a man
named Guitar who was aaterwords
caught and impyisoned.”

. No, 4" He was a good Presented but
he was kill and we did not have one so
good sence it was to bad to have him
kil} if he had to live he would be a good
Presented he was trying to make a good
Country for -us when he shos but for
the war we would be slaves sopthe Peo-
ple Regards him for that. so i dont think
i no very much about Lincoln for i went
to work at nine years of age.”

No. 5. “Abraham Lincoln was to the
best of my knowledge the Commander
in Chicf of the fighting forces of the
North during the battle for supremecy
between the North and the South in the
year tighteen hundred and twelve.”

No. 6. “started life on a ferry boat

sthe Mississippl River, and from there
Wint Lo Lificoln™ Nenfask to run a far’
boat and after that he started in the Dry
Goods business and in this he went
Bankrupt and after that the people
thought so much about him that they
nominated him for United States Seu-
ater,”

No. 7. “Was president for one term
safter the sivil war in which he served
and gained great distinetion.” .

No. 8. *“He did not die immediately
after he wa sassinated, He lived until
April 14 1865 and died at his home in
Long Branch It was he who issued the
proclamation that freed the negroes and
that entitled them to citizen ship He was
in power during some of the principal
battles of the Civil War He was shot
entering a Theatre and his assailant it
was satd was insape.”

No. 9. "*He was the President that
freed the South and let the Dorkey go
fred and he was shot by Garfield this
is all that I renber of of prestended
Lincom so 1 will ¢lose hoping that I
will pass."

, No. 10. “We have scrtinly had very
flew like'unto Lincoln, as far as I can
find out he was a tall lathey man a great
rail splitter true to principle true to nis
Country true to his god."”

No. 11. *“Was assassinated by Dooth
of Chicago 1864."

No. 12. *“He was a man of good moral
caractor have you i copy of His life if so
you pliase lend to me for a weck or so."”

No. 13. “He received his education
reading a Bible and a speller.”

No. 14. *“‘was borne in Kuntuckey St.
Alaly age his father moved to the Ohio
floating down the Mississippi.”

No. 15. “I hereby try to pass a men-
tail examinations for position as patrol-
man and hoping to hear from your re-
quest, I have learn Common.educations
and willing to learn more if it is con-
vinent I think I could fill position to
your satisfaction.”

No. 16, *He wgs a poor boy assisting
his father at work in the year 1863 when
the war broke ont. Mr. Lincoln was one
of the first to the front. he made such
rapid progress that he received the
honor of generals of the United States
Army. Mr. Lincoln had many engage-
ments in war and was bound to be vic-
torious especially at the battle of Get-
tysburg when he swept all before him.”

No, 17. “He has bin shout wile walk-
ing doum thir strett by a man whoum
did not like hin.

*“He was killed and taking to thir
housé nearby wair he was picked up 1
due not know mush about hin beauu I
did not bave verry mush schoohig—My
Pipal is verry poor and Kood not send
me to a hie school”

No. 18. “he was a Farmer by occupa-
tion when elected to the Presedancy of
United States and it is through him that
we know enjoy our united peace and
that the war of Rebelion was con-
quered.”

ance in Booth's theater in Philadelphia
when he was shot in the back of the
head and died.” . ;

No. 20. *“I will state in regards to the
Honorable Mr. Lincoln the dioceased
he was a brave man and coregoes. He
was President elected in the year of
1861 but unforteonaly shot by Geteay
in the vear of 1861 fie was a Intelegent
man I think this county would be as
.bad as Cuba or Ireland Scotland and
Whales if he didn’t take action.”

No. 21.
great rastler and being a hard man to

identy!"? B3

handle, If he had not been killed he he

a,grire deal he was at the liead of many”

No. 19. *He was attending a perform-

“I have read of his being a

smart’ and endrust manshe was very |

mingnt be living to day to a ripe old
age Mr. Lincoln was a very kind man
kind in peace but very stearn in war."

No. 22. *his great act of banishing
slavery from the negroes is one to be
commemerated.”’

No. 23. "he freed the slavery and was
looked opond at that time as the Hon-
orable General Grant was wen he was
put in office.”

No. 24. “negros were bought and sold
by the moneyed Southern people selling
them for from five to ten dollars,”’

No. 25. “But of corse he was not the
great man that the People taught he
was and in my opinion i think he did not
due the People whom e¢lected him as
much Justus as he might of done."

No. 26. *“He wes a man that fred all
the negros in the world. 1 think he will
never never be forgot as all the growing
up children is telling one-another about
Abraham Lincoln.”

No. 27.. "Was farming durning his
mir years, a lawyer hire him as errand
boy and he prove a valuable young

-man,"”

No. 28. “the greatest of Historicals
and emancipators.”

No. 29. “The South refused to obey
his command and elected a Confederate
-President Thomas Jefferson whom de-
clared war against the Union by order-
ing his soldiers to seize Fort Sumter and
all the forts of the South.”

No. 30. *“After he was shot Mr. Ar-
thur took his place as President.”

No. 31. *"Abraham Lincoln was con-
sldered on of the best Presidents that
the Country had at that time and will
always be respected by the south in set-
ing Slaves free."

No. 32. “Ex Presldent Lincoln was a
brave man during the war and done
things in the war that other Officers did
not dare to do or attempted to to do he
fartight one of the worst battels doing
the war that of Bauker Hill"”

No. 33. “he was shot by Ballinger
(Ballington?) Booth——"

No. 34. “In the year of 1865 he was
nomanited in place of Buckhanan whoe's
term of office expired in that year."”

No. 35. “In the year 1860 he suscecded
as President by Jackson aad lived happy
the rest of his life.” i

No, 36.—

“To thir Police Board,

“Gentlemen

“I will tell yous aull that I know about
Abraham Lincoln that he has bin a
Presented of the New York City..

“Has lost his life wile holling pirshing
(position?).” -

No. 37. *“After the war was over and
all the peopie become peacefull once
more the republican party got togeather
and nominated General Lincoln for
President He was elected by a very
large and overwhlaning majority after-
wards mml(xilll:&:nc ot‘thc bcl!:l:oneq(csl
Apgd falthe residents untry.
ever had.” £ G Ls

No. 38. “he was at last assinated out
of the effects of which he died.”

No. 39. “The person who shol Mr,
Lincoln was supposed.to be a Southern
Confederate name Giateau for thls of-
fense he was tried and convicted and
sentenced to be be-headed.”

No. 40. “The time of Abraham Lin-
colns death the whole, the whole country
wag draped in deep mourning in honor
of their heroes death.”

No. 41. “Abraham Lincoln was Presl-
dent of the United States and wae assi-
sated in 1877 at foards Theuatera Boston,

No. 42, “Kind Gentlemen

“In reference to the life of Abraham
Lincoln would say that I am not pear-
sonaly acuanted with him he was Clurck
in a grocery store and could lick any of
the village boys.

“He at one time had a very bad friend
who at the end killed him.”

Hand in hand with the notion about
“promoting Socialism' by simple muni-
cipal ownership a la “Glasgow Plan,”
‘goes the notion that looks to the same
end by starting “Socialist Communi-
ties.” The two are crows of one nest:
the nest of imagining that Soclalism, i.
¢., the overthrow of the wages system
of slavery and of the class that thrives
thereon, can be accomplished by “il-
lustrations” that will “make Soclalism
palatable,”

Municipal socialism according to the
*Glasgow Plan"” may or may not make
palatable the idea of public ownership,
but in no way makes socialism itself
palatable. On the contrary: the taste
of the labor fleecers for the blood of the
workers will thereby be all the stronger,
while the worker, mislead by appear-
ances, will condemn socialism by the
substitute monstrosity.

On the other hand, “Socialist Com-
munities” can no more make soclalism
palatable than the eating of peanuts
can make watermelon palatable. Pea-
nuts are not watermelons, “‘Socialist
Communities,"” so-called, are not Social-
ism., Socialism does not contemplate
living together and suppressing sym-
pathies and antipathies; Socialism is the
recognition of the fact that production
must be carried on co-operatively and

on a thoroughly organized system to the

end of being as fruitful as civilized man
needs, and that the machinery of pro-
duction must be the property of the
workers to the end that they retain pos-
session of the fruits of their labor. So-
clalism mun:lJoInt LABOR, “Socialist
Communities' mean joint LIVING. One
may get quite a liking for the latter and
the palate of his mind remain wholly
unacquainted with the former. i
Socialism implies the overthrow of the
present social system; it implies a revo-
lution. Revolutions, like man, are not
insinuated into life “thin side of the
edge first,” they are born like man,
head foremost, and not because one
LIKES it, but because one MUST.

L] +

FRENCH CHAMBERS

Comrade Jules Guesde's Speech
on Profits ﬂd Wages.

THE LAW OF FLEECINGS.

e

A Blll Belng Before the French Chamber
of Deputies to Regulate the Waxes
of Women and Children, Comrade
Jules Guesde Punctures the Errers
of FPact and the Reasoning of his
Capitalist Colloagues—The Capital-
Int's Clalms ‘or Capital Pilloriod ay
Tantamount to Glving Life te fmert
Matter and Teking It Away from the
Human Workers,

JULES GUESDE—*Neither the good
nor the bad intentions of the employers,
neither their personal qualities, nor
yet the intervention of law, can either
determine, reduce, or increase that part
of production that belongs to labor, That
is determined by the iron law of ‘wages
slavery wunder which the workers,
stripped of all the implements of pro-
duction, are compelled to put up with
whatever the employer, in his alms-
giving benevolence is pleased to glve
them to the end that they may pro-
duce what others want.

“Ah! I remember that Mr. Mun, the
‘Christian Soclalist,’ said in this Cham-
ber: ‘Yes, it is true; wages do not cor-’
respond with the total preductivity of
labor; but the trouble with the Soclal-
ists {& that they imply that the whole
product, over and above the wages of
the manual workers, goes into the hands
of the contractors or capitalists under
the title of profits.’

“Never have we sald such a thing.
Never were the Soclalists, or Marxists,
or Marx himself afMicted with such
blindness 28 to fail to see that, of the
annual product of the manual laborer,
one part is absorbed in the renovation of
the machinery, another by general ex-
penditures, another by the work of su-
perintendence, and finally another in
developing the industry. b

Never once have we claimed that
everything that Is not the wages of the
manual worker is really stolen labor or
wezlth. On the contrary, we affirmed
that in_the Co-operative Common-
wealth, a part of the product cannot be
devoted to the direct and personal con-
;\;mptlow the workers, :lhelﬂ:;r thm

m%‘n O, tual labor, i

general expenses, which, however, would
be greatly reduced, and also to the reno-
vation of the machinery and to other.
matters, all of which, so far from deny-
ing, we have always expressly main-
tained,

“But does it follow from this that,
apart from these items, there Is no such
thing as ‘profits,” that portion that Mr.
Deschanel claims for capital, that is to
say, for past and dead labor? There
should be none; such labor has recetved
its ample remuneration. (Applause from
the extreme Left))

“This remuneration consisted in the
salaries or wages pald in days gone hy.
It has been rewarded when It was active,
and it is a vain pretension that it
should he eternally rewarded. There is
in all this a confusion of thought that
should be straightened up, The labor
of the past, the labor that is represented
by those who were able to save up has
rights, but it is preposterous to imagine
that it has superior rights than pres-
ent and living labor, It is preposterous
to claim for the former the right to
dominate the latter and to say to pres-
ent labor: ‘You shall suppd*t me for
evermore.’

“Now, then, it ig just this that Mr.
Mun calls the ‘legitimate reward of
capital.’” And the phrase he uses suffices
to expose the sophistry that hides be-
hind the words., He spoke about the
‘necessity of rewarding the raw ma-
terial.’ According to this, the wool, the
cotton, the cotton manufactured In the °
North, are not THINGS, but veritable
PERSONS who stretch out their hands
to us and demand remuneration. I call
this giving life to dead matter for the
purpose of extinguishing it In human
beings!” (Protests from the Right) .

HENRY LANIEL—"Mr, Mun meant
the price of the raw material.”

JULES GUESDE—"I don't know
what he meant to say. I insist that his
words justify my conclusion. If re-
muneration I8 demanded for dead matter
vou put life into it by denying life to
men.” (“No,” “no” from the Center and
Right.)

ADRIAN LANNES DE MONTE BEL-
LO—"We want remuneration for the
price of raw material.”

JULES GUESDE—*That is to say, re-
muneration for the steam horse of to-
day, another for the electric volt of to-
morrow—this is what it amounts to if
you talk legitimately about the remu-
neration of capital.”

Mr. LANIEL—"You are juggling with
words."” . d

Mr. DEJEANTE—"And you are jug-
gling with things."

JULES GU¥SDE—"Mr, Mun and Mr,
Deschanel maintained that that portion
of the product of labor that constitutes
‘profit’ and Is pocketed by the capitalist
is trifling. They claimed that the k-
ingmen have been made to believ: t
these profits are a heavy tax on them,
but that, in fact, they are trifling. In
support of their contention they have
cited an official statistical report of
Massachusetts, according to which the
profits derived by the capitalist barely
amount to §1.50 per workingman.

“Now, then, I hold in my hands the
figures for the profits drawn in the
United States by the capitalist class
from 1850-—1880. Now you will see the
real facts, and you may judge how big
are the siices that we are told are only
trifling. s

S

-

(Continued on Page L)
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‘“When the working poor are pald
in return for thelr labor only as
much money as will buy them the
necessaries of life, thelr condition
is identical with that of the slavo,
who receives those necessarios at
first hand; the former we oall ‘'free
men' and the latter *“slave,' but
the difference {s imaginary only."

A John Adams,
e

HAPPY NEW YEAR,

Wherever, in the cloging days of the
year that just rolled away, one has had
oceasion to be thrown in at public
places with the “business clement,” he
must have overheard the devout wish
expressed ‘that the New: Year may be a
happy one. These expressions were ac-
companied, preceded and followed by
opinions upon the “progpects.” and
in all' keya, from the most hopeful down
to the least, “better times” were prog-
nosticated. ¥

It is not in this sense that we wish a
“Happy New Year" to the class-con-
gclous proletariat and to the intelligent
element of the land. The posture of the
Socialist towards social conditions is not
his posture towards the weather. The
weather man must take as it comes;
the “social weather” depends upon him-
sell. Even with regard to the atmos-
pherie weather, none but the insane
would express a wish for fantastic sum-
mer's heat when approaching the winter
season. ' Knowledge upon the laws of
thvc change of the seasons is the basis
from which all wishes proceed, Ignor-
ance upon social and economic laws
leaves man in the helpless state of him
who knows nothing of atmospheric
laws. Such is the state of mind of the
*“business element” in general and of
that portion of the proletariat whose
mind it dominates. Like frogs in a pool
they croak their wishes for a happy

new year, and expect its blessings to.

come down from above.

The year that now stretehes its full
Tength before our people is heavy-laden
with suffering. No amount of wishing

_ can golve the problem of putting in the

hands of wage earncrs, who are paid
wages obedient to the law of suppiy and
demand, sufficiént money with which to
buy all they need, and thus make busi-
ness brisk; the supply of labor is far in
excess of the demand, owing to labor
displacing machinery and to the stop-
page in the production of new plants
upon the large seale hitherto carried on.

Neither can any amount of. wishing “re-

store confidence” in a business com-
munity where gigantic aggregations of
wealth can moake certain only an in-
creased mortality among middle class
competing concerns.  ‘The Juggernaut

Jof Capital will in 1897 crush down in-
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creased Humbers of hearts, if not of
Hyves, ;

Aund yet, by and to the intelligent, the
wish, A Happy New Year! has sense
enough to thrill the heart with joy. Out
of the nettle Danger the flower Sufety
ever cam be plucked. Tho ebject les-
Song in store during 1897 will’ be such
a8 to impart about social conditions a
knowledge that must ald in snapping
the bonds of ignorance. Whatever
brings enlightenment, though bitter for
thé moment, brings in its outstretehed
hand the cure.

The year 1897 can, amidst all the
gloom In which it is born and will die.
yet be a happy one—the vear in which
the evidence, striking and-palpable, will
be furnished that, emancipated from
bourgeois superstitions, the MASSES
have actually begun-to move in the di-
rection of Freedom, by falling here in
line with the International Socialist
Movement. :

THE DAILY PEOPLE.

Two are the tactics open to Oppres-
sion: either to resist enlightenment or
to control it. Time wag when Oppres-
sion looked upbn the press as a foe
whom to fight it devoted its full energy:
but popular literacy 2ud other causes
combined 1o promote printing to such
an extent that the press could not be
downed; the tactics of Oppression then
changed: it sought and’ sueceeded in
gaining control of its foe. and thus to
turn it into a weapon for its own arse-
nal. No intellizent observer can deny
that the press. originally Intended as
a vehicle of enlightenment, has become
& vehicle 1o perpetuate and nurse ig-
norance: originally intended as a weap-
on of freedom, has become one for the
enslavement of man by enslaving his in-
teliect.  Our publie dally press to-day
s what Roscoe Conkling already some

~ time ago called it—-an ulcer on the face

of the earth. Tt clothes itself with the
garb of a public functionary; in fact,
however, it is devoted to the filthiest
of private interests at the cost of the
people. The* capitalists, who hold its
stocks and those who aiivertise in it.
control it utterances. According to the
shade of these, so does the respective
paper howl. Ry an inevitable chain of
cause and effect, the daily capitalist
press is Loth blarkmailfr and black-
malled, strumpet and strumpeter. In
such polluted hands, the press  has
ceased o be a reliable source of informa-
tion, it has become a hothed of putrefac-
tion that instills its venom into the peo-
ple through daily, and sometimes bi-
daily injections. i

In view of this, the organized class-
congcions proletariat of America has
long been making strenuoug efforts to
set up its own gacred press-pulpit from
which both to preach the truth and an-
nounce the truth, It was this effort
that gave birth to the attempt of the
WEEKLY PEOPLE. Theé attempt was
eminently suceessful, Now a second
step forward is about to be undertaken
~—the launching of a daily paper in the
English language that shall neither ask
nor give quarter, and that every . day
shall give the news that is valuable—
unadulterated hy the capitalist falsifica-
tions that now adulterate, unmutilated
by the ruffian capitalist hands that now
hack it up, and that, instead of carica-
turing science and debauching the poli-
tical mind of the public, will utter in

clear sounds the notes of the gospel of

a better social order.

As the hustings are the battlefield of
civilized man, and the ballot his weap-
on, 80 i8 the press his battery. To raise
such Is the undertaking of the Socialist
Labor party. In our last issue the call
was issued, Beginning with this issue
we shall from week to week publish the
response on the fourth page, The dark-
er and thicker the clouds with which
capitalism darkens the light of happi-
ness from man, the more urgent is a
daily paper through whose columns the
proletariat may keep up an unflagging
cannonade. :

Let the year 1897 be the year of the
birth of our daily.

THE l.\'l‘!‘,\i'!‘.

A "Milking Machine" is the latest con-
quest of genius; the latest step taken
towards reducing toil and thereby ren-
dering civilization still more possible;
but nlgq the latest step that, while the
capitalist system lasts, is equal to the
giving of an additional turn to the
screw that crushes out the small pro-
ducer, and increases the army of the
unemployed, and thereby deepens both
misery and slavery.

By the “hand process,” the milking of
féur cows an hour was good work’; with
the machine one “operator’ can milk
35 cows in an hour. By the hand pro-
cess, the milking of cows implied late
hours, and small dairies were possible.
The machine, by making casy the milk-
ing of a hundred cows within a few
hours by not more than three operators,
reduces the cost of produclion, gives an
impetus to large dairies, renders com-
petition impossible to smaller ones, and
revolutionizes the trade.

Agriculture in America has felt the
iron hand of Capitalism as it has been

felt nowhere else. A new department is

now invaded, The small corn raisers
will now have the company of the small
milk raisers. The two will henceforth
compare notes. Possibly they will be
drawn into fool movements to escape de-
struction; possibly they will curse the
machine; but it is more likely that bet-
ter counsel will prevail: That they will
understand that the machine is full with
promise of happiness beeanse it lessons
toil; that its evils are not inseparable
from it but are only the result of its
private ownership; and that its collect-
ive ownership, managed in a Socialist
Commonwealth, is the only solution of
the problem of to-day, to wit, how to
ekcape poverty while the productivity
of labor becomes ever richer.

POLITICAL and ECONOMIC,

—_—

The Yonkers, N. Y., “Statesman’ con-
siders that *‘the policy of encouraging
wage-earners to depend dpou the city
for employment is open to grave ob-
Jections,” among which two are surely
the leading ones:

1st. It would deprive the private capi-
talist from the most important weapon
~the unemployed—to lower wages with:

2d. It will nurse the inclination of the
present wage-earners, or wage-slaves,
to become their own masters, by getting
their jobs from themselyes, i. e., the gov-

rnments which they themselves elect.
~ No doubt these are good objections—
for the plunderers of labor. A

&

‘We congratulate our eomrades in

Htaly: unpon thelr successf'l launching
of a daily paper of the party. The great
vigor already attained by the Socialist
movement in Italy, where already 19
Soclalist delegates are seated in the
Italian Parllament, has ripened there
thebirthof adaily Socialist paper sooner
than here. “Avanti,” the name of the
new ltalian daily, will be published in
Rome, Via delle, Muratte, Palazzo Sci-
avia. We confidenty trust that the
birth of a DAILY PLE in this coun-
‘try will soon follow] that of our colleague
in Italy—the “Avanti®

Light is breaking every;l-hen. The

“Metal Polishers’ Jourtial fontains this

1
i

intelligent commentary on the condis
tion of its trade:

“The experience we are undergoing
during the present business depression
should at least teach us a valuable les-
son. We should realize that our trade.
is fast becoming overcrowded, and that
we are being brought more and more
into competition with that vast army of
the unemployed, who forced from their
own trade by the introduction of labor-
saving machinery, are forced to seek
employvment in that trade which offers
to them the opportunity to earn a liv-
ing., We must aiso realize that the
tendencey to run the factories night and
day during the short season of activity
in the bicyele industry, has a tendency
to create during those periods a false
demand for skilled labor in this par-
tienlar industry, thus attracting to our
ranks a great many of the unemployed

-who. misunderstanding thé conditions

which govern our craft and who be-
lieve {(owing to the false impression
thus created) that they have at last se:
cured permanent employment, buf are
destined to be again bitterly  disap-
pointed and in a short time again forced
into the ranks of the unemployed.”

The Leadville. Col., “Min¢r,” official”
orgen of the Western Federation of
Miners of Amtrica, publishes in its i:.a-
sua of last December Sth. the platform
of the Socialist Labor party in full, with
the following introduction:

“Thousands of readers have a very
vag ¢ idea of socialism. They are
prot o to accept the newspaper defini-
tion, which is commonly that socialism
is a mixture of lnwlessness and idiocy,

“t eldlom is the general reader per-
mitied to hear the Socialist himsell
speak. It is the part, therefore, of the
enterprising  newspaper  to  give its
readers reliable information on this sub-
jeet. We reproduce helow the platforn
and resolutions adopted by the Social-
ist Lulor party of the United States,”

Huow true the maxim is that the surest
way Jor 2 eapitalist not to hit his friends
is fu v him not to attack his enemies, is
bear ifully illustrated by the New York
“Ev ning Post,” Thig rawboned, yvet
phaigaic, upholder of capitalist “piraey
has been a loval supporter of Jay Gould
and Gouldism in general. He and that
was decent, honorable and proper; the
demands of the plundered workingmen
were, as a matter of conrse, denounced
as  “indecent,” *“dishonorable,” *“jm-
proper.” Forgetful of the maxim afore-
said, the “Evening Post” now sails into
the politician *Lon Phyn"—and théreby
itsell unmasks the “decency,” “honor™
and “propriety” of its patron saint,
Gould, It revives the story of a N. Yo
Senate investigation where it was shown
that this Lon Payn in 1868 succeeded in
getting $10,000 from Jay Gould on the
“pretence that he would be able to pur-
chase a Senator's vote with it.” In other
words, the “Evening Post” itself pub-
lishes the fact that the “honor,” “de-
cency™ and “propriety” which it is ever
ready to defend, is of the nature l‘ha.t
belongs in Sing’'Sing, draped in elegant '
suits of stripes and barbered in rldsely
cut hair, and shaven whiskers for the
crime of bribery. The capitalist class
is a class of criminals; none can he de-
nounced by any other without hescon-
victs himself, :

As was to he expected, the Philadel-
phia “Tageblatt” is to such an extent
dragging its anchor away from the un-
comfortable waters or revolution, and
has drifted so far into the more comfort-
able water of bourgeoisism, that it is
full of applause for the “Glasgow Plan"
of municipalization, shown in our last
igsue to be a capitalist and bourgeois
snare and delusion, inasmuch as by the
“Glasgow Plan” the street railroads,
ete., are operated by the capitalist class,
in power just the same as a private con-
cern, the workers having nothing to say
excedt submitting to low wages aud
standing in mortal fear of secabs in.case
of & strike. But what was not quite to
be expected is that the “Tageblatt'
should have drifted so much further as
nottobe posted even upon contemparary
official utterances and doecisions of the
party. In along article in opposition to
the warning published by THE PEO-
PLE in its last week’s isgue on the mat-
ter, the “Tageblatt” of last Monday
says:

*The position of hostility to the ‘Glas-
gow Plan’ robs the Socialists, should
they approve it, of the best issue for
municipal campaigns, and all for the
simple sake of a hoary-headed doctrin.
arianism. But they are not likely to
take the warning to heart. THEIR
PLATFORM DEMANDS PLUMP AND
PLAIN THE TRANSFER OF ALL
SUCH FUNCTIONS TO THE MUNI-
CIPALITIES, WITHOUT ANY RESER-
VATION, and not at some distant day
either, but now, just so soon as the plan

can be put through, And the platform
is good.”

Now, the fact is that the platform of
the party, pronounced good by the
“Tageblatt” itself, adopted at the last'
.\‘at.ionpl Convention, July 6th, 1896, and
approved by an overwhelming referen-
dum vote of the party, in fact, virtually

‘unanimously, there being only 11 votes

\

against, pronounces itself distinetly
against “Glasgow Plans,” or municipal-
ization “without any reservation.”

Clause & of the Resolutions provides
as follows: ;

“8. The municipalities to obtain pos-
session of the local railtoads, ferries,
water works, gas works, electric plants
and all iudustries requiring munieipal
franchises: THE EMPLOYES TO OPE-
RATE THE SAME CO-OPERATIVELY
under control of the municipal adminis-
tration AND TO ELECT THEIR OWN
SUPERIOR OFFICERS, but no employe
ahall' be discharged for political rea-
sons."

No doubt the Socialist platform is
good—good enough to he read and fol-
lowed closely: too good to be misquoted
by those who are running away from it
und from its revolutionary posture, -

“to a question of information? A
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THE A. F. OF L. CONYENTION.

A Member Thereof Rises
formation,

The American Federation of Labor
has concluded its labors at Cincinnati.
This is the sixteenth time that that
hody has labored. The press reports of
‘the proceedings are somewhat meagre,
{but that makes little difference, as the
Fedgration always labors in the same
way, with the same result. Noxt year
they will meet again, und go through
.lho same set of motions, make the same
old speeches about the rights and

for Ine

1 wrongs of labor, debate the same issues

that they debated ten years ago and this
yvear, pass the same resolutions onc?
again, and indulge in the same rosy pre-
dictions as to the future of orgmn:gml
labor that they voiced a decade ago. The
American Federation of Labor is a great
institution. » ;
. s

g ']
"* Isn't it about time for someone to rise
few
questions suggest themselves that sthe
Federation officials might take time to
reply to. Membership in the Federation
costs money, and their conventions cost
a great deal of money. This moncy
comes out of the pockets of men and
women who need every cent they earn,
and who ought to know that every cent
they pay out, no matter what for, is
well Spent.

Now, what has the American Federa-
tion accomplished for its membership
in the last sixteen years? What has it
returned to the cigarmakers, <-nr;u-nu-r::
and printers, who make up the bulk of
its membership, for all the money they
have paid into its treasury?

s * -

Every year for the past sixteen years °

a hundred and more men have jour-
neved to some designated point, to legis-
late in the interest of the American
working class. Once assembled, they
listen to an “address of welcome,'” usu-
ally delivered by some capitalist poli-
tician, who tells them what a fine body
of men they are, and how proud they
ought to be, and how the eyes of the na-
tion are watching them, and how he
(the epeaker) used to be a workingman
himeelf, and how happy he was in those
days, and how welcome the Federation
is to the city and its “freedom,” etc.,
ete., cte,

And then Sam Gompers or some one
else rises to “respoml.” The welcomer
is told what a sweet-scented géraninm
he is, and how Happy everybody wonl
be if all those in polities similar to his
entertained the same level-headed ideas
about the laborer that he does, and
how much the organization of labor has
accomplished in the past, and how much
more it will accomplish if the people
will only do as the Federation says, and
what a great and enterprising town the
place is in which they happen to be, etc.
ete., cte.

* s =

And then a raft of committees is ap-
pointed and the convention begins its
labors. A weck or ten days is devoted
to using up the atmosphere of the vicin-
ity. Talk, talk, talk, punctuated by
“points of order,” *‘questions of privi-
lege,” and what not till the cows ¢ome
home. The same speeches that wore
delivered twenty years ago ure again
thundered out; the same old pleas for
unjonism, “pure and simple,” are made,
the same arguments for *“the label”
that were used ten years before are
burnished up and made to do duty once
again, and the same old lies about the
wonderful strides that organized labor
had made in the preceding year are re-
peated,  Finally, when everybody has
talked everybody else into a trance, the
same old fakirs are re-elected to office
and the convention adjourns,

2 «

Now, I repeat, what have the car-
penters, cigarmakers and printers (or
any other organization) to show for all
the money they have spent on the Fed-
eration? They have absolutely noth-
ing to show. Whatever the carpenters
have as a result of organization is trace-
able to their own trade organization,
and not to anything the Federation has
done for them. And the condition of the
carpenters is worse to-day than jt ever
was Vefore. The reports of the condi-
tion of the trade published in *The
Carpenter,” the Brotherhood’s official
organ, show that stagnation exists from
one end of the country to the other,
Every town sends warning, “Stay away
from . here; town overrun with idle
workingmen."” -

What is true of the carpenters is true
of the cigarmakers. Fully one-third of
the membership of the Cigarmakers'
Union are out of employment. The
blue label, on which hundreds of thous-
sands of dollars has been spent, has not
saved them. On the contrary, it is proyv-
ing a boomerang. A demand for blue
label goods ence created, the' cigar
manufacturer in the country districts
forganizes” his erstwhile scab shop,
secures the label, and proceeds to meet
the demand with goods made for less
than one-half what had formerly been
paid in the larger cities for the same
grade of cigars, Blue label cigars are
made in Pennsylvania interior distriots
for $6 per thousand that cost $16 to
make in the city of Boston. Then comes
the fight for the market, with the inev-
itable reductions that the cigarmaker
must accept or quit. No, the cigarmak-
ers have not as vet suceeeded in making
water run up hill by label agitation. Un-
til they do 50’ refuse to belleve that
any amount of Iabel recognition will
Keep wages from a constant tendency
downward, Another thing I should like
to have explained. Before a' man can
purchase any kind of cigar, blue label
or scab, he must have money in his
aocket. The way in which a “recogni-

on'’
into the empty pockets of would-be
smokers needs demonstration.

The cigarmakers should take an ac-
count of stock, and see what they have

as a result of membership in the Feder-
ation. h .

(Continued on Page 4.

of the blue label will put money .

UNCLE SAN & BROTHER JONATHAA,

Brother Jonathan—I had just -been
thinking that I had canght the hang of
Socialism at last, when yesterday the
thread seemed to slip out of my head
again, and now I find myself all out at
S0 Once more,

Uncle Sam—What happened to you'

vesterday?

B. J.—I heard a Socialist deliver an
address,

1. S—And that did it?

B. J.—Yes, 1 had com2 to believe

that this Capitalist system wag a curse,

U, 8.—8So it Is.

B. J—And that, being a curse, So-
cinlism proposes to wipe it out.

U, 3.—Correct again.

B. J.—But thdat Sociallst speaker yes-
terday— 3

U, 3.—Did he propose to keep up~this
Capitalist system?

B. J.--No: that's just the rub. He
wanted to wipe it out notwithstanding
that from his talk it appeared that he
thought Capitalism had done and was
doing a great work.

So it has and is.

B. J. (clean out of patience.)—And you
would wipe out a thing that's doing
good?

U. 5.—Keep vour shirt on, Fatty.
you know what Capitalism means?

B. J. (testily)—What does it mean?

U. S.—Capitalism is a social system
under which a larger and ever larger
number of people are rendered miser-
able, and fewer and fewer pz2ople are
gorged with wealth—-

B. J.—That’s a curse of a system; wipe
it out! &

U. S.—Keep cool. Under Capitalism,
the man who has a good machine to
work with makes it impossible for him
who has not got such a gooid one to
compete with him: he can produce so
much more cheaply and plentifully that
the other fellow is undersold and thrown
into bankruptey,

B. J.—That's so. Wipe it out, I say.

U, S.—Just wait, The machinery of
production becomes ever more perfect;
that is to say, it produces ever more
plentifully and cheaply, consequently,
the machine that yvesterday could knock
out a weaker machine is itself knocked
out to-day by a stronger one-—-—

B. J.—~Exactly. Such a system should
be done away with.

U. 8.~Its owner is in turn driven into
poverty. And so right along. The morg
perfect machine or Capital keeps knock-
ing ot the less perfect one, and pauper-
izing more and more people. .

B, J—I know all that,

U, S.—Just keep cofl, and let us go
step by step,  If the man with some
machinery of production can't stand
up against the man with better machin-
ery, what chance has the man who has
no machinery whatever, no capital?

B. J.—Why, none whatever. That's
why | say this Capitalist gystem is an
unmitigated curse, that we can't wipe
out any too soon. .

U. S.—~The men without any capital,
machinery, are bound to sell themselves
in wage slavery; that is to say, for the
siake of a living, which they can't get
unless the capitalist allows them access
to the machine, they will allow the capi-
talist to keep as much of their product
as the capitalist needs to live In luxuri-
ous idleness, while they themselves are
forced to drudge in poverty,

B. J.—Yes, yes, 1 know all that,

I, S.—~And the more perfect the ma-
chivery of production becomes, it fol-
lows that more small capitalists will
be pauperized. They will thus be thrown
into the ranks of the propertiless, the
proletariat, the working clagg——

. J. (impatiently)—Yes.

U. S--—~And the more workingmen
there are, the lower will be their wages,
the less powerful will they be to resist
Capitalist domination, the more miser-
able will they be—-

B. J.—Now, what is the use of this
long rigmarole. I know all that.

U, S.—Capitalism, consequently, in-
creases the quantity of wealth, and it
also increases the quantity of wealth
that could be produced, and vet it in-
¢reascs the number of people who starve
and deepens their misery. It makes
human happiness possible, and yet in-
creases human misery,

B. J. (losing all patience)—Will you
kindly explain to me why you go
through this long harrowing tale? 1
am well aware of all that, and that's
why I am puzzled to hear you deny that
capitalism is an unmitigated curse.

U. S.—I am just going to take that up.
None of the several social systems that
preceded capitalism did what capitalism
does. Thelr institutions, were such
that poverty, and its inevitable result,
slavery, were made bearable because
these were not aggravated. Capitalism,
on the contrary, MAKES POVERTY
AND ITS INEVITABLE X RESULT.
SLAVERY, UNBEARABLE, because it
aggravates them. Do you now see the
merit of capitalism?

B. J. (with a far-off look)—Well, hem,
can't say 1 do, quite.

U. S.—Human nature is inclined to
put up with sufferings. It needs a tre-
mendous impulse to move the human
race to rebel against wrong. Capitalism
gives that impulse. So long as poverty,
or slavery, B¢ bearable, there is no hope
for its abolition. People will put up
with it rather than make the effort to
free themselves. But Capitalism does
not allow the people to accommodate
themselves to a condition of slavery. No
sooner have those small property hold-
ers, whom it keeps in hot water, begun
to accommodate themselves to their

ard lot, when it wakes them up with a

ick by some further concentration or
improvement of the machinery of pro-
duction that makes their lot harder,
their existence more precarions.

B. J—That's true, by Jericho! 1

U. S.—No sobner have these begun to
re-accommodate themselves to their
worse conditjons and to lull themselyes

hY

Do

[ But Capitalism prevents manking

In ways and

in the hope that “something will tary
up” in their behalf, when a fresh "!t,
given by some further concen !
and improvement of capital, reawa
them and tutables them into the clagy
of the wage earners. :

B. J.—1 agree; that's so,

U. §—Then, as to the wage
themselyves, they try with might a
main to keep up the system that holdg
them in slavery by setting up al soryy
of barriers against capitalist encToach.
ment.  Imagining that they can
teet themselves against Capitalism,
lie down confident. But up comes My
Capital, and with & mighty kick b"lh
down their barrier and shakes %
confidence—— o

B. J.—Guess I begin to see, .

U. S—Presently their confidence %%
turns in their worse condition, blt.
again turns Mr. Capltal, and by Some
further improvement in his mag
of production gives them anothep
by throwing more people into the
market, more of these into the army ¢
the unemployed, and thereby alf joy
deeper misery, This process is k...
by the law that underlies Capi
As fast as the slaves begin to a
and accommodate. themselves to “-‘
deeper slavery, they get o rade K
re-awakens them, and that by
them down deeper and deeper d
slavery and misery brings home tg
the necessity of freedom from Cay
tyranny. Thus it is that, were it et fy
Capitalism, slavery would he r

f

i

falling into a stupor of slavery,
kicking it down further and further,
forces mankind to the point wheps
MUST choose between ! REEDOM,
DEATH. Capitalism will not “’“
slavery. If man won't e FRER, sy
take possession of the frecdom-impas
ing muchinery of production, Capl ;
compels him to DIE. Therein lies'ly’
merit. Hence Socialists bow before
with reverence.

B. J —Well, well. I never would haw"
thought it. It is just so! P

U. S-—Inscrutable are the ways
Providence. DBenigner social
would, if perpetuated, have left
a permanent social condition. On the
other haned, Capitalism, this
from hell, redolent with the stench of
corruption, smeared from head to
with crime, shocking in its vul
cruel in itg every breath—this mo
is the HANDMAID OF FREEDOM,

WHOSE THE GAIN?

Pale workmen plying at the loom of
life,

Intent and earnest, heeding not the sunm,

Neglecting nature’s gifts amid thele
strife, §

And losing by the victories they have
won;

They stay their hands, their task belag
nearly done,

Survey their warp and woof with bload-
shot eyes,

And reckon profit, while the hour sands
run, t »

And, swiftly silent, shape thelr des-
tinles.

Such arc-our brothers, dpo\pgt_l_bggﬁ
these skles,

To bargain blindly on the price of death;

To tread the loom and weave in purple
dyes, i

The robes whose rustle cchoes passing.
breath, :

They live and work and dle in squalld
pain,

In this fair land, these brothers; whose
the gain?

WILLIAM STONE BOOTH,
New York.

Do

[The above poem was courteously sent
by the talented writer to THE PEOPLE.
Were THE PEOPLE a purely lterary
publication, the poem's unquestioned
metrical beauty and touching eleglae
flavor would forthwith have secured it
space in our limited columns. But THE
PEOPLE s devoted exclusively to ens
lightening the toiling masses upon the
cause of their misery, to pointing out
to them the path to emancipation, ansd
to quickening in them both the spark
of freedom and the sense of duty !
to redeem the race from the thrall of
Capitalism. Hence, for a while, we
questioned the propriety of publishing
(even at the risk of depriving our read: |
ers of the acquaintance with this gemol
prosody) a poem that scems to ignote
the fact that the *“gain’ is the Capital-
Ist’s, and that also seems to imply that
workmen neglect by choice, not ]
capitalist compulsion, the enjoyment of |
nature's gifts, and by choice *
blindly in the price of death.” In dé-
clding to give publication to the poem, .
we were, however, controlled by the cosi-
sideration that, besides striking a
of sympathy in our readers, its pathes
may help to {llustrate the deep m
of the historic incident of Marle
nette, upon its being reported to her that
the people of France were dying for
want of bread, asking, with tears inhef
eyes, the celebrated question, *
they not eat cake"?—ED., THE
PLE.]

LETTER  BOX.

Offhiand Answers to Inquirers,

K., N. Y.—Send name in full, addres
and date or dates on wh.ch you p
to pay the $10 toward the $50,000 D.
PEOPLE Fund. Without these
the name and pledge can't go on the lf
and can't be considered, because
list is to be published from 'ﬂtg
week to couvey information of {
pledged, amount collected, and whes ' |
further amounts are due, Any one Wiss=
ing to keep his name from publ
will have his wishes respected, but
name must be known to the Com
tee, unless his contribution Is in cashe

R. L., N. Y.—It was published In the
Issue of November 8th, 1896. Yo

E. J., N. Y.—The editorial mind
by rules of its own.
is proverbial. 1f you can't accoms
Yourself to that come and ta
contributions R
superfluous.

exactly as

"ﬁ’lm?ﬁi and also give Yog{ \
8 save much trou g

and clerical work, $ “ﬁ
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GAT 10 D0 AS HE LIKES
H HIS OWN’

[A Paper in the Negative Presented to a Rich Chureh Debating Society.|

It is a mere confosion of terms to
speak of rights.other than those conced-
o by sovicty. And such rights are al-
wavs fluctuating,  The logislative cham-
pers, the courts of appeal, the power of
pardon, ete., are all in action to muke
new rights; to repeal old rights, and
10 modify or to correct existing rights,
It is the state alone which gives you
= property. | You ean  have property
only by the protection and opportuni-
ties_afforded you by the state, That
which by creating opportunities for you
gave you sproperty should not permit
any man to do as he likes with those
donations. It happens, however, that
the individual seldom quarrels  with
the State on thiz suliject, breause his
very mind is not his own, his opinions,
his tastes, his wishes, have been soci-
ally regunlated.  Over whatever sphere
of things or reldtions we may imagine
oursalves as having rights, a very cur-
sory glance will convince us that they
are gifts of ‘the State. '

A man can have, therefore, no poten-
tial right as against society or its 1°pre-
sontative, the State. 1lis liberty and
cven his life are only theoretical rights
as they are taken away constantly by
the State without reasons satisfactory to
him. When we say, “Hazs a man a
right,” ete,, we therefore do not mean
“as-against the State.”  Neither do we
mean as of ourselves.” But we do
mean to inguire, by refercnce to a
higher than dollar law, whether in rela-
tion to another individual, or in rela-
tion to society as a natural organism,
(not the present State), we may do as
we like in tnose things wherein we are
not already restricted by the State.

It is into this reaim, gentlemen, that
church comscience should enter, and
_thig is where she should take the scep-
tre. It i here that her power should be
found constantly revising, improving
and elevating the laws of every State.
And it is by the free and frank discus-
sion of these things that the conscience
of a State learns to denounce and final-
1y overthrows corrupt rings in munieci-
pal governments, By it, the oppression
and folly of a State by property,
through property and for propeity be-
comes apparent; and the necessity of a
State for equal help to all is realized.

An age upon this earth is then in-
troduced  when  this truth  shall be
abundantly recogmized, “That a man
may not do as he likes with his own,”
simply beenuse HE LIKES or hecaase
IT IS HIS OWN: but heeause he has de-
sired to 'do the right thing with it, and
“because he claims no ownership that is
not reconcilable with absolute justice
1o all.” Thuat age will be socialism.

Now, the time for the esteblishment of
such a sociil system has been due o
the race many ages agone; but the pur-
poses of your God have been frustrated.
and the missgion of his Christ defeated
by kings, slave-owners and financiers,
Having built up the control of men, of
conditions and of wealth, the church, at
an early date, was hypnotised into evil
partnership with the propertied class,
constituting  herself o wmere court of
records for endorsing the erimes  and
stealings of a rich laity in retarn for
the privilege granted to hersclf  of
DEATH-BED ROBBERY, or of becom-

ing hersell part heiress o the common

plunder.,  So, the whole problem  of
Christian othies is presented io us in
the sugeestion that a man “can do as he
lkes with his own.” The whole con-
flict of ages isin that sentence~ the war
between mankind and money-kind, And
Christ, whose name, in my opinion, the
church. unwarrantably retains, and
shamefully dishonors, had no more
thought of a theological reformation
than 1 have. One of his foremost mes-
sages  being, that the possession of
great or comparative wealth (no matter
how obtained) fixes o great golf, moral
and intelicctual, between its owner and
the light, sympathies and blessings of
;ITI‘;'. kingdom which he came to cstab-

1 cannot rationnlly interpret Jesus

[ from any other view point than that of
{0 the labor leader of his own day, the
© walking delegate of the world's toilers
. An all ages,

He knew, as we all know,
~ that the theology of the world goes with
the money of the world.
It is known to students that in pre-
Christian times the laorers were said
possess only half a soul, and that they
had no existence at all after death. Ap-
parently a very brutal doctrine this
was, but it was more mercifal than
ours; which, in theory, makes lluu;;
€qual to' angels, but then turns the

the pronounced property individualist
Brows with its food, <o that its conceps
ton of personal ownership Is lmited
only by its power to destroy yours, or
mar your ability to retain it, while it
¥ es itself behind a few phrases
¥hich constitute our small philosophy.
t Lown I8 mine by right of superi-
Ority,” says the rich man, “it is the re-
¥ard of my genius. Intelligence, ‘enter-
08¢ without which rewards the race
i ulated would stand, still” -
It 18 hard, of course, to get a moneyed
i to put a price upon himself: hard
18 for any man to Lold the seales in
dch he is weighing himself, But it
rd, in a general way, to see the
fnee, ezotism and folly of this
(Casting our eyes anbout us into
mes of the well to do, leoking at
¥8 and voung men whom we know
are to be the evoluted fittest
b next generation, we see them be-
g 1ife with such ownershi
as excludes the bare

By PETER E. DULROWES.

Into beasts of hurden. The appetite of «

not. 1
‘cannot alter

|

merit or reward. and is fatal to the
philogophy of vanity, with which the
niodern husiness man wraps up his in-
signiticance. | ]

The rich we have always had with ns,
They were abindant in England’s great
empire of India, and in Egypt, Greeee
-and Rome, and their heathon historians
frankly tell us what manner of brutal
men they were. It was reserved, how-
over, for o profit-snippivg Christianity
to make richas the evidence and reas-
ire of merit, or, to be more faithful to
the petual sentiment which controls ns,
we make the lnck of property our stand-
ard ‘of other men’s demerit, and thus
jusiify the eéalamitons conditions of
those whom the operation of property-
getting for ourselves makes poor. This
is the ruling sentiment of commereial
vivilization: the key to that amazing
labyrinth of inconsistencics—the mod-
ern Christian business world,

Unity of interest or community of use
crops up whichever way I turn this
query to examine it. 1 find that man
as an isolated unit has practically no
existence, and {that even in the romance
of Robinson Crusoe it is more secming
than real, he having brought society
with him in his language, his thoughts
and his implements. Not outside of
false economics iz there such a thing as
a man standirg alene, And none but a
man standing|alone in his sympathies
can seriously finquire for the privilege

“of doing as he likes with his own. Only

the modern employer of labor asks the
barbarous question. Nay, it is a slander
on barbarism so to designate it, for
savage life at its worst is tribal and
always evoluting toward the mnation,
Nor do 1 know of any species of brutes
that are so solitary as the modern prop-
erty man is after he has got his prop-
erty. So that it does seem to me as if
the New Testament writer who said
that money, or the love of it, is the root
of all evil, had a momentary light from -
heaven cast upon. modern social condi- °
tions, Butin fact we have no individual
in society distinct enough even to' pro-
‘pose this query in'its naked sclfishness.
We have no opinion, no will, no wish,
S0 separate from others, as the query
calls for. When a capitalist asks the
question, you will find that he only asks
it on behalf of his class or his trade:
and that _if society with authority said
“Yes, go and do as you like,"” he would
probably do nothing different the day
after obtaining his permit than he had
done the day before, He would not arm
himself and rush forth to shoot down the
strikers, he would only go home and
sulk. What he meant by his demand,
society  had not wholly granted him.
Under the gulse of a plea for liberty
he really wanted society to help him
tiake away the right of others, to pre-
vent them from doing as they like with
their own. If the right demauded had
been conceded 'to all hig follows at dhe
same moment, this liberal minded gen-
tleman would find that practically he
had been demanding equal opporguni-
ties for all, the very thing he thought to
antagonize—that while he winted ego-
tism and nepotism he had really asked
for socialism. So true it Is that the
worst and the best, the most ignorant
and the most intelligent self interest
invariably leads to that one goal-—s0-
cialism. So tree it is that a competitive
system o real equal genuine competi-
tion tmong men (a condition we now
know notlwing of) wonld lead to the
destruction of all malevolent comperi-
tion and to the establishment of healthy
cmiliation -~ to the tranquility, science
amd brotherhood of o sociadist industry,
amd 1o o trae life,  Then o man might
really ask the question, *May 1 not do
as 1 hKe with my own;” and everyhody
coltld heartily say “Yes.” We conclude,
therefore, that [ there is no one man, no
one interest, or will, even, in our so-
ciety, and that this demand, which alas!
we 5o commonly hear, is a symptom of
selfish insanity-—an -anachronism,—and
it should not be asked, beciuse it can
never be answered until after the so-
cial revolution, 2
The congueror, ‘the tyrant, the rob-
ber. even the lowest sueak thief who
croeps into a share of margins is will-
ing, after ‘he has gotten his swag, 1o
ery ont that a man may do as he likes
with hiis own. But when another man of
his own character, with a terribly big
pair of fists comes of a night to his bed-
room window, holding a heavy club over
his head, saying, “Look at my muscle;
cannot & man do as he likes with his
own?" The apostie of property answers,
“Yes: and I like to give you all the
money in thig house.” Whereupon he
awakens the next morning to find that
the doctrine which he thoroughly bhe-
lieved in was by no means so sound.
as it appeared before that fellow came.
So, in the mouth of the modern capital-,
ist this is not ethical at all, but merely’”’
a question of power. Unhappily, the
corrupt society of this age and country
replivs to the capitalist brute, “You
may.,"" and sends him the police and
soliliers he demands, to establish his
will. But to the laborer, (brute or angel)

‘society now sends an jron key and a

Jailer. or a militia man and a gun. The
man who owns a house in New York
desirous of receiving a high rent from
Mrdame Seraphina Celesta, an organ-
izer of brotheld, finds that even Tam-

many Hall objects, and the very police |

of this ity protest (save under envelope
conditions lakl down by the wardman
on behalf of the Captain, on behalf of—
the higher up). : i

Oun the other hand, let us look at the
laborer. The American laborer, after
five glasses of beer, begins to feel

“American.” “To hell with the boss.”

says he, 'snapgin; his fingers and spill-
ing half of the sixth glass. “I can do as
1 like with my own." But no, you can-
Even these five glasses of beer
r conditions. A fact
which he'discerns in the morning, when

“he brings his spade to the farm, his
| skilitul »llm,u‘d;:gp j ;hg,!m,qch, or his back

v

to the carrying company. No Siree, you
may sometimes keep your own, but you
cannot very often do as you like with
it if you are not a capitalist; and even
the capitalist is in the enjoyment of
_this exceptional privilege for only a very
short time longer. The sleuth-hound of
public conscience is on his track—the
new tomb, which socialism has pre-.
pared, is waiting for his immoral ashes,

The answer of the little and the big
money beg 15, “Oh, but we CAN do, ani’
we DO do.” 1 respond, “If you could at
any time, even in this degraded dollar-
“ridden republie, have done as you liked,
if you could do it now, our prisons woild
not be large enough for our people, nor
our prople’s stomgchs small enough for
vour food. Or, in other words, for the
wages you would allow them to buy it
with.,” i .

Knowing how hostile true religion
must ever be to such a monstrosity as
modern capitalism, ean anyone here tell
me why it is that all our’ Christian
preachers are not in prison? Why is it
that the bishop of New York (we will
sayv) has not heen like his master—taken
ont by the State and crucified between
two thieves? Some one may answer,
“He is erucified; his lips are erncified so
that he cannot preach the truth: croei-
fied between a Christian politician and
a Christian eapitalist on well-uphols-
tered ¢ chairs in the best apartment
of the Union League, sipping moselle,
and he likes it You may try in vain,
oh blasphemer of God, te wounid the
feelings of modern churchmen: you will
not «eed, my dear blasphemer, in
winning one sprig of a martyr's crown, '
for we do pot helieve in anything out-
side the ledger so much as to be angry
with you. Not more than a passing rip-
ple of interest over our morning papers
would you create if you embodied in
vour words all the heregies from Pelag-
ius to Briggs, all the blasphemy from
Jol’s wife down to the time a certain
millionaire offered up the Lord’s prayer.
But if yon want to be grilled, try the
very smallest toot of heresy against the
god capital, even so small a toot as that
of Dr. MeGlynn, and-you will ereate a
flutter from New York to Rome.

The church cannot be saved while she
prates about a righteousness of the
heart and has no concern for the un-
righteousness of the mart. The church
carnot be saved =o long as she believes
that socialism is impracticable! 1In
other words, that right is impracticable!
Whereas the very purpose for which
she is in the world is to make whatsver
is a just and right thing an accom-
plished fact, If she is not here for that
she has lost or forgotten her commis-
afon. Is it & paradox to say that the
church of Christianity is opposed to the
socinlism of Christianity? No, it is a
truth; an amazing, bitter truth,

Since the moral sentiment of the
world is hastening the great event of
socialism, where will the chureh stand
in the day of onr completed evolution.
Oh, how she will azk the rocks to hide
her shame, if she stands outside of soci-
alism.

Shall man-be emancipated from the
oppression of heathien capitalism, and
ghall he be emaneipated without (nay, in
spite of) the Christian church? 1Is there
yet a hepe that she will join us, the So-
cialist Labor party of the world? Can
she throw the carcass of capitalism
putrid burden that it is, a carcags bear-
ing her down to the dark depths of in-
famy? Can she cast it from her? Can
she, as an organization, rise to this
momentous instant, this sublime op-
portunity? Has she power yet to rise,
to rise at her master's bidding? 1f she
has, the world may yet learn to bless
her, and to forget her temporary trea-
son.  The human family may yet rise
up its children redeemed and eall her
blessed=-if she will gird up her loins
even now and respond to the call, the
wail, of the millions, She may be saved,

The church is better equipped for a
mortl crusade like this of the Socialist
Labor party than any body of poliiiciansg
however worthy, She has boene omt
children in her arms, taught, warried
and burled our kindred. She has there-
fore yet a door open for her in the hearts
of the people,  Will she come and be
with us in this battle for daily bread,
for human life? 1 believe she can, and -
I hape she will.

But-—---27

Sovialism is coming. Shall it erush
the church, or will the church go forth
to basten its march. Though the night
of unriversal humiliation s reigning
now, yet I think the giloom is not un-
broken, overshadowed as s the scene,
it is not overwhelmed,

Here still remaing a vale where truth
has descended; there still remains o
peak where manhood in his longing has
climbed,  Desires too earnest to have
heen wasted; principles too heonest to
huve been unproductive, still linger tos
confront the sordid church, to encourage
and inspire the Socialist.

NO MORE FOOLING.

Cigarmakers’ Unlon 165 of Phlladelphia

Takes The Only Nensible Stand

Possible, °

At the meeting of No. 165 on last
December 22d the principal business
was the consideration of a communica~
tion from the Municipal League in ref-
crence to proposed legislation. After
discusslon, a committee appointed for
the purpose submitted the following
resolutions, which were unanimously
adopted:

Whereas, The Municipal League of
Philadelphia has adopted certain drafts
for various bills, purporting to be in the
intérest of better municipal govern-
ments of cities of the first class; and

‘Whereas, The aforesaid League has
requested us to carefully consider these
bills; therefore be it !

Resolved, That experience has proven
to us that no good government, be it
national, State or municipal, can be ex-
pected from eisher of the dominant po-
litical parties or from any party which
upholds the present unjust; degrading
and profit-mongering system of produc-
tion; and be it further :

Resolved, That we, the members of
the Cigarmakers’ Progressive Interna-
tional Union No, 165, place no dence
in any legislator or set of legislators
who do not recognize the struggle be-
tween the capitalist and the laborer as a
class struggle; and be it further
 Resolved, That we only support stch

[ candidates for political office who are

pledged to work for the establishment
of the Co-operative Commonwealth,
and who recognize the principles laid
down by the Socialist Labor Party; and
be it further ! 7

IN THE COAL MINES.

G s
The Condition of the Tollers In this
Trade In Pennsylvania,

Having been requested to write a brief
description of the condition and home-
life of the miners of the bituminous coal
fields of Pennsylvania, I shall endeavor
to give a true account of the same with-
out exaggeration or unuecessary com-
ment.

I'have lived in these mining regions
the greater part of my life, am well ac-
quainted with the faets in this matter.
Times were when the miner could have
been shown to be in a flourishing con-
dition, but crasping monopoly and bad
legisiation hav«: done their work well.
Poverty and adversity have superseded
prosperity, Conditions are now
versed.  Alas! Famine, pestilence or
wiar could not have wrought more ruin

T -~
among the toiling masses than ' the
present industrial system. But let us
leave the past and deal with the pres-
ent, ?

The present condition of the coal
miner is indeed a sorrowful, pitiable
one. Though hisg work is most danger-
ous and disagreeable, his remuneration
is out of al! resson: it is almost too little
for subsistence, even if he had steady
employment, which he seldom has. A
reduction of five cents under present
conditions, and the miner could not
live. This was tried a year ago, but the
operators found it necessary to volun-
tarily give an advanc#® of five cents
when the so-called over-production was
exhausted, The operators in this case
post as philanthropists, but the advance
came of sheer necessity., The miner
was unable to work and live on what he
was getting. A horse can not perform his
functions for his owner without proven-
der. Neither can a man produce unless
he can obtain & living. The profit-tak-
ers realized this.

The miner is at no time certain of his
pituation. He is liable, at any moment,
to be thrown out of employment and
also out of his home, for he generally
lives in a “Company house.” A protest
against Wrong or a word in support of
his class is suflicient to make him a
tramp, and starve his family. He dares,
not protest. He must submit. The
farmers, forced from their farms by the
infamous system of competition that
capitalism incites, together with men
displaced by mining and other inven-
tions, form an innumerable army of un-
employed, and the competition in the
labor market caused thereby is death
to the miner and his eraft. This anx-
iety, uncertainty and fear of destitution
weolgh on the mind of the worker like
a heavy load, breaks the springs of his
independence and his manhood. His
condition is certainly miserable.

So flerce is competition among the
middle and upper capitalist elass, that
the market-price of lzbor is outrage-
ously low, while a still flercer competi-

“tion. among the unemployed forces
wages still lower., All this brings on a
condition in which man is driven to do
gross injustice to his fellow-man or
perish, In some parts of the Cambria
region, men are holding positions in
two mines in order to make a living.
The mines run but half-time, or less, in
this way these men can work in one
while the other is idle. Dut at the same
time their brother workers are suffer-
ing the miseries of hunger and cold,
unalle to obtain a single day's labor at
any price. A sad fact to contemplate,
two, is that, owing to the ignorance on
the labor quemion cultivated by the
ignorant luborfukirs,avarice is rampant
in the rank and file of lubor, and the
tendency is to fight cach other to the
bitter end rather than wisely to co-
operate to bring about Letter conditions,

Not only does the miner suffer from.
competition inghe coal and labor mar-
kets, but he HRas still deeper cause to
mourn his fate. ‘The capitalist makes
a triple profit, and robber's profit it is.
Besides the profit made on his coal, he
Is compelled to deal at the company or
“pluck-one' store, whenece a still larger
profit finds itseway to the till of the
capitalist.
rent a company house, if he is a mar-
vied man; single men are never ¢m-
ployed until the houses are all occupied.
By this system they manage to have
a full supply of men. If they do happen
"to require a few more they will put up
a few kennels at the pit mouth and rent
them to single workmen. Because of
these evils is is commonly said of this
county that a man had better be in his
grave than in the mines there.

As to the wages of miners, it is diffi-
cult to form a correct estimate, but an
average of $25 per month for steady
work is more likely to go over than
under the mark. Considering, however,
the depression in business, causing un-
steady employment; the average will
scarcely reach $20 per month. It has
been a matter of conjecture as to how
the miners have managed to suppyrt
their families under the conditions that
have prevailed here for the past two
years. Of course, in the Clearfield and
Pittshurg districts the average will be
above these figures: The coal is high
and more easily’ mined. But in the
Cambria and Blair regions, whers the-
coal is low and separated by large rock
partings, the average. wage will fall
short of the figures given above. X

The home-life of the miner is usually
one of domestic happiness, except where
poverty forcibly crosses his threshhold.

re-

spite all the misery of his condition, all
the worry and tribujations of his un-
deserved hard lot, e is the most gener-
ous of our people. A man will never
leave his door unfed if there is a morsel
of bread inside the house, The fare is
generally frugal, jukt enough substan-

the necessary strength. He can not

afford a singleduxury. This is neces-

In hddition to this he must '

He bears his trials with fortitude; de-

' tial food to appease hunger and supply

sarily so, because of the small pittance
given in return for his productions. If
the miner receives an advance, in the
price of coal, the merchant-leeches com-
bine to suck it up by railsing the prices
of all other commodities, He is power-
less to resist.

Approaching a mine village, one is
not favorably impressed with the scene.
It is usually situated in a deep ravine,
between huge hills containing  black
fuel,  First to intrude itseif upon the
visitor's view is the campany store,
ugly, commodious, where the second
tribute is collected, s very sight
aronses the suspicion that it was there
for no legitimate purpose.  Noticeable,
next, is the black, grimy, gaping pit
mounths, leading into the bowels of the
carth, where many a life is crushed out
without warning and many a system is
inoculated with poison-~ail for the profit
of the capitalist, Then comes the com-
pany houses, searcely worthy of the
name—rude shells, rough boards with
strips over the crevices, unpainted,
grimy-looking and cold, reminding one
of hali-respectable stables.  These are
the homes of the miners, for they sel-
dom own their residences.  This is an
exterior view. Amn interior view is some-
what different, The honzewife is neat
and.tidy, and everything inside will be
found as regular and order!y as circum-
stances will permit, These shells bring
to the corporiations or privite operators,
as the case may be, hundreds of dollars
yvearly in rent. In lurger towns the
honses dre slightly better, but rents
higher.,

Qeeasionally, a miner, liviiTe in black-
ness, working in biackness, surrounded
v Blackness, with blackness permeat-
fug the very atmosphere, and senk in
the biackness of despair at his helpless
condition, attempts to forget his trouble
in drink, and sometimes spends in that
thie money which should go to his family
for food and clothing. The ones who
give way to such temptations injure
themselves most deeply.  Desides de-
stroying both mental and physical pow-
ers and heaping sorrow upon those who
are near and dear to them, they are
fleeced by another set of adulterators
and profit-takers—the liquor sellers—
for all of which they are deeply sorry
when th oy regain their senses, This
also gives room for the, capitalist ery
thit miners receive good pay, but live
in extravagance and «dissipation.

The above is a triue and unexagger-
ated description of present conditions,
given by one born and reared in the
bituminons coal ficlds of Pennsylvania,
The capitalists will rave against such
a plain exposure of existing affairs, and
some of the miners, too, will probably
dislike it, but all statements herein
contained can be readily substantiated,
should any person care to investigate
the matter,

Having proceeded thus far, let us go
one step further and cast a glance into
the future, What are the prospects?
Surely, a crisis is near at’hand, For the
miner and|all other workers, in facts,
there is bdt one last resort. It is the
collective ownership of the means of
production and distribution. The sys-
tem which has plunged this nation into
misery and want will, if allowed to go
on, drive us further still on the road
to destrunction. Like a bad weed, it
must be up-rooted. A system of pro-
duction for sale and transportation to
foreign shores must give place to one
of production for consumption. A sys-
tem of profit, rent and interest must
give place to one of ‘equality and free
production.  Wage-slaves must become
free  American producers.  No man
should be foreed to pay tribute to an-
other for the privilege of using either
that which the generous hand of nature
lavished upon him—natural opportuni-
ties, or that which the collective labor of
the past places within reach—social op-
portunities, Land and capiial must be
his. The capitalists seck to keep away
any interruption of their piracy, Bills
introduced into the legislative halls for
the increase of the terms of office and
the army make plain the tactics these
mean to pursue. Witl the workingmen,
by following old party lines and pre-
judices and dividing themselves coni-
pass their own destruction?  Will they
permit another national election to pass
without a social revolution—zhe election
of candidates upon a platform that un-
conditionally demands the uncondi-
tional surrender of Capitalism? 1 hope
not.,

SCOTT.
Figart, Pa., Dec. 22, 1896,

The fate of the unfortunate cab driv-
crs who were victimized into joining the
“Liberty Dawn Association” is the lat-
est warning that the history of the labor
movement gives to the workers,

An ignoramus of the first water, a
self-seeking schemer to boot, by the
name of Maher, roped a number of cab-
drivers into an organization that he gof

‘up, together with other fakirs, like H.

B. Henry and T. B. Maguire of the now
defunct K. of L. »These fellows made
big promises, such promises as no in-
telligent or honorable man would. The
men trooped in, and Maher had a picnic
—while the picnic lasted, But working-
men don’t organize for the pleasure of
affording picnics to the Mnhorg. They
organize to better their condition, If
the fakirs were to tell them the truth
about matters, the men would not be so
numerous, or, if numerous in the or-
ganization, would husband their affairs
in a way that left no room for fakirs.
Hence it is that the fakirs, even where
they are less ignorant than Maher, are
very ‘‘broad,” broad enough to take fees.
from any one who comes along, and very
quiet on the social question. This
“broadness” and quietness brings on its
own destruction. Presently the men
want to know the reason why they are
paying dues. They begin to force the
body into a strike, and the tribulation of
the fakir commences. A big substratum
of dense ignorance is the groundwork
of all fakirs. A fakir at the helm of an
organization at a strike Is like a land
‘lubber at the helm of a Cunarder in a
storm. % ; %
Disaster 1s all that the workers get at
the bargaln couuter presided over by
Pure and Simplers, =~

- neapolis,

SOCIALISTS’ PROTEST

Against Thelr Exelusion from Misnesots
Ntate F, of L, Pec, 13, '98.

The fcllowing protest was made by
the delegates from the Socialist Labor
Party: =

St. Paul, Minn., Dec, 13, 1896.
To the Minnesota State Federation of
Labor, Brothers:

We, the undersigned, delegates regu-
larly elected to the present convention
of this body by the following organiza-
tions: Section St. Paul, Socialist Labor
Party; Section Minneapolis, Soclalist
Labor Party; and German Section Min-
Socialist Labor Party—do
hereby respectfully present the follow-
ing statement and protest. And we ask
that it be spread upon the minutes of
this meeting. !

We appeared at this meeting with re-
gular credentinls and put them in the
hands of the secretary, together with
our proper semi-annual dues, The cre-
dential committee in their report stated
this fact, but recommended that our cre-
dentials be not accepted. A motion to
accept the report was proposed to be
amended by admitting the Soclallst
delegation.  After a short debate the
amendment was defeated under the pre-
vious question, the vote being: ayes 4
nays 66, The president thereupon rul
that the amendment was lost and the
Socialist delegates excluded,  Against
this netion, we protest on the following
grounds: f

Article 1, section 1, of the constitution
ig as follows: “This association shall be
known as the Minnesota State Federa-
tion of Labor and ghall consist*pf such
labor organizations, as shall, after ‘be-
ing duly admitted, conform to its rules
and regulations and pay all contribu-
tions required to carry out the objects
of this Federation, the body always hav-
ing power to reject any delegate by a
two-thirds vote.”

The minutes of the thirteenth seml-
annual session of this body show that
the delegation of the Socinlist Labor
Party, the first represented, were ad-
mitted, and that they pald thelr afilia-
tion fee and dues. We submit thut this
action made the Socialist Labor Sec-
tions affillated bodies of this federation,
And this being the fact our exclusion
was, under Article I, Section 1, uncon-
stitutional, the vote against us In the
present meeting being less than two-
thirds.

The president ruled that this provi-
sion of the constitution did not apply
until the convention was fully organ-
ized. We call your attention to the fact
that under this ruling the president can
over-rule any constitutional provision
w0 long as the convention s not in ses-
slon. .

We, therefore, proiest against our ex-
clusion as irregular and unconstitu-
tional and arbitragy. i

“We further protest against our ex-
clusion as unfair, having been carried
under gag-law.

Finally, we protest against our ex-
clusion as unwise and unjust, and in-
jurious to the unity-of the working class.
In support of this we submit the follow-
ing statement of the position of the So-\
clalist Labor Party:

The Socialist Labor Party is a labor
organization. It belleves that the work-
ing class ought to use the methods of
unionism to win its rights. It urges all
its members to join the organization of
their respective trades.  And it supports
every honest unionist movement. But
it believes that besides the methods of
unionism, it is necessary for the work-
ing cluss to use the political power to
win their rights. But it is urged that
politics ought not to be introduced into
this Federation. We call your attention
to the fact that almost the whole work
of the conventions of this Federation
consists of political resolutions, that Is,
resolutions begging the legislature to
pass labor laws. Socialist politics differ
from this in that the Soclalists are In
favor of demandiug the rights of labor,
instead of begging for favors. They be-
ileve that the working people should
take a stand a8 men, asking no favors
and bowing to no masters, but boldly
demanding and conquering their rights,
If the Federation can afford to indulge
in the humiliating political beggary that
it now carries on, the introduction of
straight-forward, class-conscious labor-
politics, represented by the Soclalist
Labor Party, can, at least, do no harm.

With this statement and protest we
bow to the unconstitutional action of.
this convention. We assure you that we
shall continue in the future as in the
past, to support the interests of the
working class; we shall continue to sup-
port honest trades unionism and to fight
Jabor fakirs, And we assure you that
we, who are already the largest as well
as the most aggressive labor organiza-
tion in the state will not suffer from the
injustice we have here had to submit
to. Because we @present the progres-
sive movement of the working class, we
are bound to grow, and we belleve that
the time is not far off when the labor
movement of this state will be placed
on such a clear and class-consclous
basis that fakirism will lose its power,
that no labor organization will be afraid
of independent political action, and that
all trade-unlons will gladly join hands
with thelr honest friends, the Soclalist
Labor Party.

Fraternally, :
SAM JOHNSON,
J. ANDERSON,

Of St. Paul Section, Socialist Labor

Party.
G. B. LEONARD,
A. HOLEE, ..,
HERBERT J. SHAW, -
F. A, MALMQUIST,

FRANK VEZINA, :
Of Minneapolis Section, Soclalist La-

W

The Greater New York Comvention
will hold its second session this after-
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THE DAILY PEOPLE

$50,000

FUND.

] ) e e e

Amount Pledged down to the week ending Dec. 30, '96,
$610.00. o

At the meeting of the Daily People
Committee, held Sunday, the 20th of
December, 1896, an important step was
taken from which, if a daily Socialist

WHEREAS, A daily PEOPLE has

paper is at all possible within a reason-.
able time, the consummation will be
reached. The committee adopted the
following resolutions:

become an absolute necessity to coun-

teract the false and falsified “news" that the capitalist press sets afloat, and to

spread enlightenment in the ranks of the

working class upon the Labor Ques-

tion, and to prepare it to deal intelligently with the Social Revolution that 15

fnevitable and 15 impending;

WHEREAS, The urgency of such a weapon of political and economic war-
fare in the English language against the plundering class of the capitalist is

felt with Increasing

force, and the demand therefor becomes stronger by the

S HEREAS, The undertaking would result disustrously if not successfully

put through;

WIEREAS, To make suecess certain, the paper must be able to gurvive

two consecutive campaigns,

that is to say, must

appear daily during the

period of at least thirteen consecutive months, absolutely independent, firm and

uncompromising;

. WIHEREAS, The sum of not less than $50,000 in hand {s necessary to

gafely launch such an undertaking;

WHEREAS, Despite the general tense of the necessity of a dally BEnglish
organ of labor, the collections for it have hitherto been slight; and

WHERREAS, It is evident that,

0 long as the foundation of such a paper

seems Indefinitely distant, the contributions will continue slight, while, on

the contrary, if its foundation can appear prompt and definite it is likely that
~ample funds could be promptly gathered; thercfore be it

RISOLVED, That a call be issned to the stalwarts, fricnds and sympa-

thizers, to pledge themselves in
sum of $10, payable between the issuing
ber, 1897;

RESOLVED, That, if by

fn hands of the DAILY PEOPLE Committee, a

forthwith on October 1st, 1897;

the number of 5,000 to contribute each the

of this call and the 1st day of Septem-

that date the sum of not less than $50,000 is cash

DAILY PEOPLE be started

RESOLVED, That this call be printed in the party press of all languages;
that subscription lists, headed with these resolutions, be issned to all the S¢c-

tions and all applicants; and that the

names of the subscribers, together with

. the sum subscribed by each and the installments in which the same is to be

equal to he emergeney, ready to step up
and to mount that needed and redoubt-

paid, e promptly notified to the €ommitice for publication from week to week,

Are there In the land 5,000 stalwarts | able battery of the Social Revolution in

Amcrica—a DAILY PEOPLE?

Daily People Committee,

IS3 William w1,
N Y, Clty,

. Steffen, Brooklyn, oo, IRTEICR 410 payable § 2.00 2 monuth from Feh,
Peter Fiehiger, Brooklyn. ety ] " Buaky 2o e s Feh 1.
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Activity of Milltant mociallsts  Enst,
West, Norih and south,

Natlonal Execntive,

Regular meeting held December 29th.
Comrade Malkiel in the chair, Absent,
Franz.

Comra
apgitator.” .

“The proceedings of the National Con-
vention are in course of preparation for
publication.

1o answer to inguiries reeccived rela-
tive to & form of recignation under para-
graph 10, Miscollancous Regulations,
of the new constitution, the Nationol
Execeutive recomuiends the following
{orm:

Vorro, of Italy, appointed

g ST S

To Sectloniouilo, i
I hereby resign the office of ... ...,
for which I am this day nominated, dnd
hereby anthorize the Scetion to have
this resignation filod with the proper
authoritics In case 'of my clection and
failure to stand squarely on the parcty's
platform and to advocate its principles.

. CHAS. B. COPP, Ree. Sce.

Nationnl Campalen Fuod,

Previously acknowledged. . ... .$1,963 62
Detember,

24, N. Mulmberg (Scand, Sec,
N. Y., on List No. 526, 150

Sec. Utiea, Ger. on Lists
Nos, 208 to 313 inc.... 815

26. Fritz Kalbitz, Chieago, 111,
on List No. T7........ X 225

29. R. Schwemmer,  Johns-
town, N, Y., on List 259 50

HENRY KUHN, Sec.

Wassnchusetlis,

BOSTON, Dec, 27.~To Mass. Scetions:
The Boston Awerican Section has sub-
mitted to the State Committee for a
general vete the following propositions,
Hefore submitting to the general vote
the State Comnifttee gives the article
for publication, that cach Section may
haye the opportunity to submit amend-
ments, with the same if they desire.
Forward all amendments before Janu-
ary 20th, 1897
. "There shall be clectec by general
vote in the year 1897, as soou after the
adoption of this article as may be, a
member of the party who, shall, under
the dircction of the State Committee,
‘devote his entire time (o the work of the
party in this State,

_"He ghall be & member of the State
~ Committee at Large, and the secretary
" of that body, and shall be known as
secretary agent of the party, -
' “He shall hold office for one year or

until his successor is elected.

“He shall receive a reasonable week-
ly wage to be fixed by the State conven-
tions, which shall make provision for
his compensation upon his cleetion,

“The State convention of the year
1808 may continue or abolish the office,
as in its judgment it deems bést,

“If continuned, an election shall be
hield as provided for in this article.”

Yours fraternally,
S. . PUTNEY, Sec,

BOSTON, Dec. 28~—The regular
monthly business meeting of the Ameri-
can Section will be held at 45 Eliot
streot, Boston, Monday evening, Janu-
ary 4th. § Al

The scnfi-annual clection of officers
will take place on that date.

THOMAS C. BROPUHY, Organizer.

FINANCIAL KEPORT OF MASSACHUSETTS
STATE CENTRAL COMMITTEE FOK NOV, U6,
November,
2. Il River Pol. Sec., 19
due stamips . i.....00....8 100
3. Pittstield Sec., 80 due st'ps .~ & 00
* Holyoke Ger. See., 50 due
SEATIDS Lo s Pt gl
N. Bedford Ger, Sec. dona. 2 20
4. Advance money returned
Ly .secretary ... i . b0
6. Lyun Am. Sec, 50 due st'ps. 5 00
6. Westfield Am. Sec. 10 due s, 00
2. Boston Pol, Sec. 20 due st'ps, 2 00
16, M. K. Tiedman, Holvoke
subecription ........... 9 00
18. James Stevens, subscerip... 1 00
24, Lawrence Ger. Sec.-dona.. 10 00
Westfield Am. Sec. 20 dues. 2 00
28. Workmen's Sick & Death
Benciit Society, donation 10 00
29. Boston Clty Com,, 220 due |
samps ... R SR o £ 41 )
Boston Rox, Ger. Sce., sub, 7 09
Somerville Am. Sec., 12 due
CLE V] S A RS ) Wi
30. N. Bedford Ger. Sec. 100
due Stamps ... .ooneea 10500

Total receipta ............. $97 39
Balance on hand Nov. 1st....... 42 03

R S A R G T S 139 4
EXPENDITURES. !
November. &

4. Reply postal supply cards.§$ 7 20
RO R R e e e 23

Due stamps from Nat. Ex. 15 0

T, C. Brophy, wages and ex. 16 42

M. M. Avery, services o, ¢. 22 00
18. Due stamps of Nat. Ex.... 15 00
Money order ... ..co haasns 10
James Carey, services o, ¢. 14 00
Gordu printing, 0. ¢........ 20 00
Jas. Stevens, hall rent o.c. 5 00

ROAY: o R e R s L ST 496
Dalance on hand, Dec. 1st 24 47

R

‘Liabilities about $140. e
L . 8. E. PUTNEY, Sec.
3. Friediand, Treas, | o

Tesrees

P ML ent 342

New York. '
NEW YORK CITY.—Free lectures bn
Socialism will be held at the following
places, next Sunday, January 3d, 1897,
at 8 p. n.: Stuyvesant Hall, 351 East
17th street, Peter Burrowes will lecture
on “Falge Hopes;” ot Hudson Building,
corner of 37th street and Eighth avenne,
Howard Balkam, on: the subject of
“War:” also at Webster Hall, 140th
street and Third avenue, where J. All-
man will lecture on “St. Simon and Ba-
beuf.” ‘There will also be a lecture in
the afternoon at 2.30 p. m.,.at the head-
quarters of the Socialist Literary So-
ciety, 161 Monroe strect, where W,
Wessling will lecture on “The Pos:l-
bilities of Labor.”

The Greater New York Convention
meety this afternoen at 2 p. m., at the
N. Y. Labor Lyceam, 61 IBast Fourth
street, The delegates should not fall
to attend. i 3

PARLIAMENTS OF LABOR.

D, A No. LA T &L, A,
(CENTIIAL LADOR FEDERATION OF N Y,)

Delegate George Miclenhausen, of the
Eccentrie Engincers, No. 3 was chair-
man at last Sunday’'s mecting of the
N. Y. Central Labor Federation (D, A.
No. 1, S. T. & L. A). and delegate C.
Amadi, of the Furriers’ Union, was vice-
chairman,

A communication was received from
the Central Committee of the “Vollis-
zeitung"” conference, announcing that a
conference would be held on January
10th, 1897. During the debate it was
stated, that the Publishing Association
and not the conderence had a right to
deeide the matters contained in the com-
munication. The delegates of the C. L.
I to sald conference were instrucied to
nsk where the necessary money is wo
come from to float the new scheme,

The Organization Committee reported
progress in the matter of the Engravers
and Dockers,

The Arrangements Committee for the
cighth anniversary celebration in March
reported progres:

Independent Bakers, Dr. 2, reported
having received the tickets fer the “Ar-
beiter” and “Volkszcitung.” The boy-
cott against Doss Ockenfuss is progress-
ing favorably.

Independent Bakers, Br. 3, will hold
a general meeting on January 9th, 1897
including election of officers, at 206
Allen street, for January 2. A hop will
be held at the same place, music by the
Carl Sahm Clab, and all delegates are
invited. Tickets were received for the
“Arbeiter” and *Volkszeitung” festi-
vals,

Eccentric Engincers No. 3 will hold a
gencral meeting on January 2d, 1897, at
G4 East Fourth street.

Goerman Waiters' Union No. 1 will
hold a'special general meeting on Tues-
day, at 385 Bowery. The new coastitu-
tion is ready for adoption.

Carl Sahm  Club reported having
clected & committee to act with a com-
mittee of the Bohemian Musical Club
“Lyra’ for joint action,

Furriers’ Union will hold a general
meeting on January 10th, 1897, at
Dowery.

Celluloid and Plush Box Makers' Un-
ion will hold a general meeting on De-
cember 28th, at 197 Third street. The
tickets for the “Arbeiter Zeitung” fes-
tival were accepted.

Journeymen Barbers' P, . Union, Br.
1, reported hopvieg organized the fol-
lowing shops: J. J. Meade, 248 12ast 30th
strect; B, J. Eisenbrandt, 1675 Avenue
A S, Schweltzer, 1679 Avenue A; A.
Parkenbauner, 217 East 95th street; A,

ardt, 1211, First avenue: M. Gunther,
b Second avenue; B, Katz, 200 First
avente, They initiated 11 rew imembers,
The Exccutive Beard meets Sundays, 6
) Vest 42d sireet. On Tues-
day a discussion will take place at 1517
Avenae A, and delegates Henry Zink
and 1. B, Clayton and member George
Stine will participate. Tickets were ro-
eeived for the “Arbeiter” and “Volks-
zeitung™ festival,

Journeymen Tailors' Union renorted
progress, as s mecting hall had been
destroyed by fire,

Delezates . Amadi, . Herdes and
G. Mielenhanser were elected to fill va-
cancies on the Organization Connnittee,

Delegates O, Amadi and Henry Zink
together with comrade Cantanin, were
\:l('!‘l(‘(l a committee to visit the Italian
Stone Marons, and give same the re-
quested information relative to the prin-
ciples of this body and S.T. & L. Al

Before adjournment several delegntes
expressed the hope that the vear 1807
would be especially propitious for the
advancement of the progressive move-
ment, and that the uniens represented
in the C. L. F. should with renewed
energy exert themselves so as to in-
duce urions to join the C, L. F.

ng

wia

Prog Clothing Cutiers and Telmmera,

The above union held its resuiar meet-
Ing last Thursday, and owing to the
holiday, was not as well attended as
ustial.  One new member was proposed
who is to be {uitiated January 7th, 1697:

-Communications from tae Gen. See. of

the S, T.& 1. A. and the See. of D, A, 49
were r.m-ch'ml and acted upon, The Ex.|
Board's roport was accepied. A letter
from the German Custom Tailors' L. A.
06, of PhLiladelphia, was received and
acted upon by the Ex. Board to the
satisfaction of the organization. The
s(-ml_-_:lnmml meeting will be held Janu-
dry Tth, 1897, at which the election of
ofifeers and the adoption of the by-laws
as well as other important business will
be transacied. A commitice has becn
appointed to find ways and means of or-
ganizing a gchool, for the members, to
advance the art of system cutting.
THE SECRETARY.
—
Soelnlinm, ;!
By WiLLIAM ScHOLL MoOLURE.

The New York Labor. News Co. is now
ready to furnish this most excelient
pamphlet, giving a clear and lucid ex-

position of the subject indicated b:
title, at the following rates: i

The receipt of a sample copy of this
paper in an Invitation 4 subscribde,

"

M. Y. PAINTERS.

Meel Every Mouday, 8 p. M., at 138 and
140 East S7th street,

(This paper will be mailed to every
member free of charge by order of the
organization, and will contain all such
notices and information as are neces-
‘sary.) :

The last mecting held by the N. Y.
Painters, on December 28th, had a larger
attendance than usual, being of quite an
importance to them.

After settling the necessary routine
bisiness. preparations for election were
entered into which took up considerable
time. The ballots were distributed, col-
lected and counted, and gave the ‘ollow-
ing resnlt: Chairman, D, Callunan; vice-
chairman, Benj. Green; recording secre-
tary, Geo. I. Case; financial secretary,
John L. Peters; treasurer, David Gentle;
sergeant-at-arms, Wm, Munroe; dele-
gote, Thos. Mullady; trustees, Al Gen-
tle, John Davison and MecKenney; arbi-
tration committee, Chas. Knowles, Jos.
Green, St. Craig, James ‘Smith, Aug.
Toohill and W. Monks.

The chairman pronounced all above
wamed members duly elected to fill the
respective positions for the ensuing
term.

The organization has appropriated a
sum of money for a lunch to be held in
our room cn New Year's Day, Friday
next, at 2 p. m., to which the members
are invited to take part, especially the
unemployed; the affair is in the hands
of n committee to make the necessary
arrangements, 3
., THE SECRETARY.

FRENCH CHAMBERS.

(Continued from Page 1.)

“In 1830 the value of the total manu-

facturing products of the United States,
after deducting raw material, wear and
tear of machinery, fuel, ete., amounted
to 2,157 millions; in 1860, it amounted to
4.025 millions: in 1870, it amounted to
6.550 millions; and in 1880, it amounted
to 9,110 millions,

“Ine share hereof received by the
workingmen in wages was 1187 mill-
jons distributed among 957,000 workers
in 1850, The share of capital in that
year was 1,100 millions. Do you under-
stand that? WAGES: 1,187 millions;
PROLEITS, 1,000,

“In 1860, the WAGES for 1.300,000
workers were 1,805 millions, the PROF-
ITS of the capitalists, 2,130 millions,

“In 1870, the WAGES of 2 million
workers were 3,100 millions; the PROF-
IT of capital was 3,500 millions,

“In 1880, the WAGES of 2,700,000
workers were 4,700 millions; the PROI-
IT of the capitalists, 4410 miillong.

“All of which goes to prove that ghe
share of labor according to the prinei-
ples that Mr, Deschanel proclaims to he
cternal and necessary, but which we
seek to wipe ont, was in 1850, 51 per
cent.; in 1860, 47 per cent,; in 1870, 47
per cent.; and in 1880, about 53 per cent.
of the total new wealth, while during
the same periods the share that fell to
the capitalists was 46 per cent. in 1850,
53 per cent, in 1860; 53 per cent, in 1570;
and about 48 per cent, in 1880,

“Accordingly, the capitalists drew
froin every worker, in 1850, 1,025 francs;
in 1860, 1,625 francs; in 1870, 1,725
francs; and in 1886, 1,617 Yranes, while
the wages of the workers averaged
about $300,

“Thus a careful examination shows
that the profits of the capitalists are
not, as is claimed, a trifling amount,
They are not the slight feudal tithe of
the days that preceded 1789, that is to
gay, onc-tenth of the prodocts of Inbor,
Lut, on an average five-tenths of the
products of the Worker tlat are torn
from his hands.” (Violent applause
from the Left.)

The A. F. of L. Cenvention.

(Continued from Page 2.)

And so shonld the printers. The In-
ternational Typographical Union has
within the past three years'met nothing
but donble-leaded adversity. The in-
troduction of the typesctting machine
has thrown thousands of men out of
work, and throws them out permanent-
ly. Nor is the end in sight. Bad as
things are, all signs point to a still
worse condition, becanse it is jnevitable
that as the number of 1dle men inerease
the wages of those remaining employed
will be foreed down to the lowest point.

Not only is the newspaper branch of
the trade thoronghly demoralized, but
the job branch has alse keenly felt the
effect of certain modern tendencies in
trade. The total amount of job work re-
quired is being reduced every vear. To
the extent that competition in trade is
succeeded by combination, the amount
of printing required becomes less,
Truets don’t have to advertige, Before
the furniture trade becnine trustified
the printers were employed on many
elaborate catalogues for different fur-
niture firms, Now only one catalogue is
issved, The same tendency everywhere
is responsible for the dearth of work
among the typos.

Will some printer kindly state what
his union has got from the Federation
for the moncy that has been spent on
it? Or what it is likely to get in the
future?

The fact is that the Federation of
Labor has not only done nothing for the
American working class in the past six-
tecn years, but it has done worse than
nothing. It has held false’ opinions,
reared false and impossible ideals, and
promlscd‘rcsulls that its leaders knew
could not be attained. Its weapons of

Cut this out, fill it up and mall it with subscription.
In these days of politieal and social confusion and

warfare were as antiquated as those *
used by the Chinese in the late war,
and about as effective. And despite de-
feat after deftat, they clung to these
weapons,  Whoever dared to question
their efficacy was a traitor in the camp.
While the line between the capitalist
class and the working class has been
more distinetly drawn every year of the
Federation's existence, it has shut its
eyes and -persisted in not seceing facts
that stared the great mass of workers in
the face. Coddling one set of capitalist
interests this year, and another set the
next, some of its leaders in one corps
of the capitalist political army, and
others in another, what wonder is it
that the working class were bewildered
and disheartened, and that the Federa-
tion of Labor, with all its unions, has
never succeeded in organizing 5 per
cent. of the labor of the country. Men
want to.see the color of the flag they

enlist under.
-

If capitalism is right, lahor organiza-
tion is wrong. If capitalism is a fixture,
labor organization is an impossibility.
Under capitalism the laborer is a com-
modity. Commoditics have no rights.
Only by challenging the whole system
of capitalism, by raising the standard
of human rights as ageinst property
rights, by asserting the power of all as
against the power of any particular get
of men, can any organization of iabor
hope to attain its emancipation.

The Federation of Labor has never
done this.  According to it, the capital-
iet who tloats in his yacht on the Medi-
terranean is a vitally csgential part of
the manufacturing plant here in Phila-
delpliia.  If it were not for him no one
would be employed. He gives wor k. He
has rights—rights that his workers
have not. All differences that ma s aris

™hetween. him and the creatures whom

he permits to live are to be adjusted
“conservatively.” that is, capitalistical-
lv. His ideas as to the government of
‘the country are to be considered first,
and his candidates and his political
party are to be supported.

The position antipodal to this is So-
cialism, and the Federation is terribly
“down' on Socialism. It is not, how-
ever, more down on it than all Social-
ists are on frauds and humbugs, chieéf
of which, here in America in 1896, is the
American Federation of Labor.

S. L. P.

Delegates of the G L, F, and D, A, 49,
ST, & L. A, Attention!

Accldentally. we. have failed to send
our invitation to your respective bodies
at your regular meetings, to our fourth
annual masquerade and  civie  ball,
which will be held on Sgturday, Janu-
ary 24, 1897, at Webster “Hall, Eleveath
street, between Third and Fourth ave-
nues.  We therefore beg you to excuse
our negleet and extend our cordial in-
vitation to you to attend this ball,
Every delegrte of the above organiza-
tion will'be admitted on presentation of
his delegate card cf the December .
month, Fraternally,

JEWISH BR., SEC.N. Y, S. L. I,

New York Soclalist Literary Soclety,

The New Yorhk Socialist Literary So-
ciety held their regular meeting on Sat-
urday, December 26th, in their club-
roome, 161 Monroe street, with Comradg
Cristenficld in the chair. Reports of
commitices were aceepted; 5 new mem-
bers were admitted in our ranks: we
reedved 100 tickets for the “Volks-
zeitung” festival. A motion was mude
and carried that these tickets should be
in the hands of a committee. Several
members of our organization have pre-
sented the soctety with a crayon picture
of Comrade De Leon. Sunday, Decem-
Ler 27th, Comrade Berlyn delivered a
fecture, and it was well attended, Next
lecture will be delivered Sunday, Janu-
ary 3d, 1897, by Comrade Wessling; sub-
ject, “The Objections to Socialism.” All
are invited.

L. H. BERNSTEIN, Scec.

Books that Ought to Be Read.

The following books can be obtained
by mailing price and one-tenthr of price
for .postage, 1o the New York Labor
News Co., 61 East Fourth street, New
York City. Send for full catalogue.

“The Condition of the Working
Class in Eugland, 1844."—By
Predrick Engels........ 25

“Capital,”—By Carl Marx.—An
noustive dissertation on political
ccoromy from the most advanced
and scientifie standpoint, Bound, 2
1111 -] T s A S G AR et 1

“Co-operative  Commonwealth,”—
An Exposition of Socialism, by

Laurence Gronlund ....... bbie e it DAL
“Socialism vs. Tax Reform.”"—Dy

Laurence Gronlund ..... < AiTa sl U1}
“Socialism.”"—By William Scholl

McClure ...o... 10

“A Traveler from Altruria.'”"—Dy
Willlam Dean Howells. Cloth,., 1
“Merric England.” — By Robert
BlIatehford ot s e
“The Fabian Essays."—By H. G.
Wilshire: (PRpRE o siail i 8t
“French and German Socialism.'—
By Prof Richard/ M. Ely. . 28
“8ix  Centuries of Work and
Wages."—By J. E. Thorold Rog-
A ] IR et
“Quintessence of Socialism,"—Dy
DA Schaefle Jliie ) eesiiiy s
“Reform or Revolution."—By Dan-
Jek e Risom ot st e
“The Evoluticn of Property.”—Dy
FRRrEue U L s Y
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Trades and Societies Calendar,

Btanding advertisements of Trade Uniong =g
other Bocloties (N0t exceeding Mive lnes) wi b
insertad under this heading umn-nm...f
$5.00 per annurm.

Organlzstions should not lose such An opportuntty
of advertizing thelr places of meeling.

=
ranch 1 (Ameriean) S, L, P, D) :

B mieeting every fivst Friday. Hunmcl:z.“

ing every 3rd Friday at 64 East 4th Str, Lae.

tures evers supday 8 M. at Stuyvesant

n;hAH!r.. and Hudson Building, 37th 8t &

Sth Ave,

arl Sahm Club (Musiclans Yy
M every Tuesday at 10a. m., ot 84
uxiness

ith str ow Labor Lyceum. B

Cenlnl Labor Federation of New York
(5 T. & L A, D, A. No. } Meots oy
2.50 every Bunday afternoon at 64 “"N
New York City.  All boua-fide trade and labor

should be represented. Communications are to by
sent to the correspouding Becretary, Ernest

64 East 4th street, New York City,

cuarmalsen' Progressive Internationg)
Union No, 99, Ofice aud Employmegy
Bureau: 64 East 4th street.—District [ (Bohem "
324 Fat Tlst street, evory Satunlay st 8 pom o
District 11 (German), st 213 Forwyth street, R
every Saturday at 8 p, m.—District 111, meets at
avenue A/ overy Saturday at 8 p. m.—
meets st 512 West 42nd street, every Saturds
m.—The Board of Supervisors moots every
at 1422 2nd avenue, at 8§ p. m.

Germnn Walters' Unlon of New Y,
Office: 385 Bowery, Union Hall, 1t
Meotiugs every Friday at 4 p. m. Board of
visors meots every Wednesday at 4 p. m., ab
<aree Hall, .

——
Gection Exsex County, N. L. P., meets s
first Sunday in each month at 8 p. m. in the hell
of ‘Essex County Bociailst Club,” 76 W‘N‘ s
Newark, N.J. »

kandinavian Nection, N, L. P, Metatag
*and 4th Sunday of every month at 10 o'closk s,

m., at Schuler's Hall, 231243 East 35rd street,

York City. A waluable library in four h"

free to all members.  All are welcome,

oclalist Selence Club, Mecta at Wobgtes
Hall, Toth street and drd hvenue, o s
and ard Friday ot 8 1L M. Also Free m,..
every Sumday night, 750 PO M., pmo.ﬁ"

entertaimment at sine Tiall

——
uwmlnerarl‘ Unlon of New Yerk
Vielnity, Moets 2d and 4th

at the Labor Lyceum, 64 East 4th street.

Oarl Anders, 21 Eautl 3rd alrvot. t

Arbeiter Kranken. und Sterbe-Kass ggj
fir die Var. Staaten von Amerlka,

WORKMEN'S _
Sick and Death Benefit Fund of the
United States of Amsrica.

The above socloty was fonnded in the year 150
workinginen imbued with the spirit of solidarity
socialist thonght, Its numericad strength (ad
composed of 152 local Lranches with more
000 male wembers) s rapidly Increasing among
workingmen who bellove in .- priuciplos of the

rking! tween 18

JOT 11 t. Wo
and 45 years of age may be adwitted to mom!
in any of the branches, upon paymont of & d
of $4.00 for the fisst cluss and $5.00 for the second
class. Members belongiog to the firat class are ons
ttled to a sick benefit of $9.00 for 40 whekn snd of *
34.50 for another #) weeks wother continuous
with intorruption. Members belonging to the
socond class receive under tho same cireu

and length of time $5.00 and $3.00 respectively. A

burial benefit of $2060,00 Is granted for every mem
ber, and the wives and unmarried davghtess of
wembers between 18 and 45 years of age way be b
wittod to the burial benefit npon payment
deposit for $1.00. Monthly tazes are lovied ace
to expenditures. In cities aud towns where
exists, & new branch can be Wy
workingmen in good healtli, And mes
the above named principles xre invited to'do sos
Addross all communications to Hmxay
Fivancial Becretary, 2627 8rd Ave., Room 8§,
York City.

FEINBERG'S ART GALLERY, weetiSenst
PHOTOGRAFPEER,

Photos taken in all styles.  Every. ploture
tnkenat Feinberes {s 0 work of art. Spe z
rates for Organizations, Singlug Societies
readers of “Tukg PEOPLE" who shiow this adv,

JOHN OEHLER,

57 Franfort Sirset 87
Cor, Pearl st
Frauklin Square Elev, B. K. Slation

“Orders will be taken st 116 East Sth Streek, betw
Avenuo A and First Avenne, New York City, ML

|. Goldmapn's Printing Offce

eor, Now Chambers and Willlam S56s.

@w:ﬂh Tﬂl Mgl;‘%;?

MORRIS HILLKOWITZ,

Attorney at Law,
132 Nassau Stroot, Room 604

DR. C. L. FURMAN,
DENTIST, e
121 SHERMERHORN 8T, BROOKLYN, M. Y |
Fnrnltnn. Carpets, Bleye!
Hevtivg & Ropaliriug Sundries, Credit givea

F. G. NENSHALL -
719 Sih Avenue, near 45th Street

BROOKLYN
Labor Lyceum

PA9-055 WilloubyAgh A0

Tormorly 61--63 Myrtis ¥treev.)

doeting Rooms, Large Hall for Moss Mo
Books pen for Balis and Pio-Nies.

WOBKMEN! BATBONIZE YOUR OWN H

ANOTHER
SMALL LOT i
RECEIVED

An Entirely New Departnti
In Reform Literature.

A Vitriolle ‘
Side-SpltLng Satird
That Hax stirred Up Pubiie Interesh

‘T Dogs Aud The Fless

By oXE or THE DOGS. g
i 42 Chapters, :
“AND CHEAP AT THAT.”
We have recelved a small lot which
cun dispose of for
- 20 cents, &%
by mail 25 cents.
'Get a copy now; iy bo too
you wait u:py’ longér.w‘ i o
Tell your friends to get a copy. .

ot

The receipt of a sample copy
M‘hnmﬂuuuh ubsc!
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